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Summary

Collection Title:
Lawrence Sumulong photographs, 2016-2017

Creator:
Sumulong, Lawrence, 1987-

Source:
Archive of Documentary Arts (Duke University)

Abstract:
Lawrence Sumulong is a Filipino-American photographer based in Brooklyn, New 
York. Collection consists of 15 black-and-white oversize inkjet images printed 
on banana-fiber paper, documenting the lived experiences and memories of 
Marshallese and Bikinian survivors who were forced to leave their Pacific island 
homes because of the nuclear bomb tests carried out in the late 1940s by the U.S. 
military. The Marshallese and Bikinian diaspora explored in these photographs is 
based in Springdale, Arkansas. Acquired by the Archive of Documentary Arts at 
Duke University.

Extent:
3 Linear Feet (2 oversize folders)

Language:
English

Collection ID:
RL.12025

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1844n

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Lawrence Sumulong photographs, David M. 
Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents

- Page 3 -

https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1844n


Guide to the Lawrence Sumulong photographs, 2016-2017

Background

Scope and Content

This portfolio by photographer Lawrence Sumulong, titled "'No Longer Can I 
Stay; Its True.' The Marshallese in Springdale, Arkansas," consists of 15 black-
and-white oversize images printed on banana-fiber paper, documenting the lived 
experiences and memories of Marshallese and Bikinian survivors who were 
forced to leave their Pacific island homes because of the nuclear bomb tests 
carried out in the late 1940s by the U.S. military.

The Marshallese and Bikinian diaspora explored in these photographs is based 
in Springdale, Arkansas. Many of them are working in the poultry industry 
there. Images include portraits of the few survivors who remain, their families 
and descendants, the exteriors and interiors of residences, and a few views 
of Springdale. The titles and accompanying captions were created by the 
photographer. The inkjet prints each measure 25x36 inches.

The work in this collection received the Rubenstein Library's Archive of 
Documentary Arts Collection Award in 2022.

From the artist's statement: "In 2016 I looked at daily life in Springdale, 
Arkansas, where the largest community of Marshallese in the United States 
currently resides. Specifically, I focused on the traumatic history of the 
Bikinians, a community of about 5,000+ Pacific Islanders, whose homeland in 
the Bikini Atoll remains radioactive and uninhabited due to years of deadly U.S. 
nuclear testing. Pre and post covid-19 pandemic, the successes and struggles 
of both the Bikinian and general Marshallese population offer a complicated 
look into what it means to be a part of American society. I wanted to learn from 
an adjacent and related ethnic experience, to foster empathy across cultures, 
and understand who we are as Americans in this new administration and era. To 
that end, I saw the use of printing on banana fibre paper to be a visual way of 
connecting my own heritage with the Marshallese experience in that it is a crop 
endemic to both the Marshall Islands and the Philippines."

Biographical/Historical

Lawrence Sumulong (1987- ) is a Filipino-American photographer based in 
Brooklyn, New York. The work in this collection received the Rubenstein 
Library's Archive of Documentary Arts Collection Award in 2022.

From the artist's statement: "I run a commercial studio with my wife, Sarah, 
and our two Siamese-Maine Coon cats, Miko and Oliver. My personal work 
looks for ever-shifting approaches to documentary storytelling and imagery as 
a means of both questioning my own point of view as well as depicting reality. 
My perspective reflects how particular historical moments alter, disrupt, and 
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shape one's society and sense of self. Despite the United States existing as 
both my place of residence and birthplace, my work for over a decade had 
focused exclusively on my relationship to the Philippines. Most recently, I've 
been documenting emerging Asian American and Pacific Islander communities 
at a time where it feels absolutely necessary to depict the nuances within 
the panoply of AAPI experiences and histories, while also thinking about 
intersections."

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Acquisition Information

The Lawrence Sumulong photographs were received from Lawrence Sumulong 
by the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a purchase in 
2022.

Processing Information

Processed and described by Paula Jeannet, July 2022

Accession(s) represented in this collection guide: 2022-0054
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Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Atomic bomb -- Moral and ethical aspects
• Bikinians -- Portraits
• Bikinians -- Relocation
• Deportation -- Marshall Islands -- History
• Marshallese -- Arkansas -- Social conditions
• Marshallese -- Portraits
• Marshallese -- Relocation
• Nuclear weapons -- Marshall Islands -- Testing
• Nuclear weapons testing victims
• Springfield (Conway County, Ark.)
• Black-and-white photographs
• Inkjet prints
• Sumulong, Lawrence, 1987-
• Archive of Documentary Arts (Duke University)

Physical Characteristics and Technical Requirements

The photographs in this collection are inkjet images printed on 25x36-inch banana-
fiber paper sheets. The prints are oversize and should be handled with proper 
support and care.

Return to Table of Contents

Collection Inventory

"No Longer Can I Stay; Its True." The Marshallese in Springdale, Arkansas, 
2016-2017
Physical Description: 3 Linear Feet
2 oversize folders 15 photographic prints25 x 36 inches

A portrait of Ajji Lewis in his family's house in 
Springdale, Arkansas, 2016 Oversize-folder 1 > Image 

RL.12025-P-0001
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Scope and Contents

Lewis is one of the 11 remaining Bikinians out of the original 167 who were 
asked to leave their homeland on March 7, 1946 by the U.S. military.

Photographer's identifier: 001_ADA_002_lawrence-sumulong

Mira Joshaia Benjamin poses for a portrait 
near a broken window in her family's house in 
Springdale, Arkansas, 2016 Oversize-folder 1 > Image 

RL.12025-P-0002

Scope and Contents

Mira is one of the few remaining Bikinians out of the original 167 who were 
asked to leave their homeland on March 7, 1946 by the U.S. military. She 
passed away on January 28, 2019.

Photographer's identifier: 002_ADA_042_lawrence-sumulong

Neila James, born May 4, 1944, sits in the 
bedroom of her family's house in Springdale, 
Arkansas, 2016 Oversize-folder 1 > Image 

RL.12025-P-0003

Scope and Contents

Neila was one of the few remaining Bikinians out of the original 167 who 
were asked to leave their homeland on March 7, 1946 by the U.S. military. 
She passed away on December 6, 2018.

Photographer's identifier: 003_ADA_026_lawrence-sumulong

In one of the back rooms of the Kili-Bikini-Ejit 
(KBE) office in Springdale, Arkansas stands 
a stirring collage of archival photos detailing 
the lasting physical and psychological trauma 
caused by the US military's displacement 
of the Bikinian-Marshallese people and the 
subsequent nuclear testing, 2016 Oversize-folder 1 > Image 

RL.12025-P-0004

Scope and Contents

Several of those afflicted and pictured in the collage in this photograph were 
family members of Faith Laukon.

"Growing up I honestly never knew the magnitude of how my ancestors were 
affected by the testing of the hydrogen bomb. My mom told me stories about 
illnesses, but since it wasn't taught in my US History class, I didn't think it 
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was that big of a deal. It wasn't till I was married to my Bikinian husband, 
did I learn the impact it had on Bikinians but more so, on my family that 
the fallout fell on. My mom has struggled with health problems for the past 
decade that can't be explained by doctors. The pictures in this banner are 
my blood relatives. When I look at them in the banner, I feel their pain. I feel 
their shame. I feel their fear. I feel anger. I am hopeful that we can honor 
their legacy by telling their story. They made the biggest sacrifice that helped 
the U.S. become the power it is today. I feel the obligation to tell the world 
about what they went through. Their story should have never been treated as 
a classified file." - Faith Laukon

Photographer's identifier: 004_ADA_003_lawrence-sumulong

A display outside of one of the few Marshallese-
owned businesses in Springdale, Arkansas, 
2016 Oversize-folder 1 > Image 

RL.12025-P-0005

Scope and Contents

Photographer's identifier: 005_ADA_008_lawrence-sumulong

Bikinian American Rona Masha, 14, of 
Springdale, Arkansas, a Cadet Girl Scout with 
Troop 5132, gives an interview to a member of 
the Arkansas media in traditional Marshallese 
attire beside dresses on display at the Shiloh 
Museum of Ozark History in Springdale, 2016 Oversize-folder 1 > Image 

RL.12025-P-0006

Scope and Contents

Rona served as guest curator for the museum's exhibit "Marshallese 
Celebrations: From the Atolls to the Ozarks." On this opening day, she was 
also the first Marshallese / Bikinian Girl Scout to accept The Silver Award, 
the second-highest award in the Girl Scouts, and the highest a Cadette, a girl 
of Rona's age, can win.

Photographer's identifier: 006_ADA_009_lawrence-sumulong

A hallway inside a Marshallese house in 
Springdale, Arkansas, 2016 Oversize-folder 1 > Image 

RL.12025-P-0007

Scope and Contents

Image shows a hall with a cross on a small table, and flower wreaths on the 
wall surrounding a framed formal half-length portrait of a Marshallese adult, 
seated.
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Photographer's identifier: 007_ADA_058_lawrence-sumulong

Marshallese workers pose for a portrait in the 
parking lots at one of several poultry factories 
in Springdale, Arkansas, 2016 Oversize-folder 2 > Image 

RL.12025-P-0008

Scope and Contents

Photographer's identifier: 008_ADA_016_lawrence-sumulong

Kassalee "Babyko" Lejjena braids her friend, 
Roger's hair in the house that she shared with 
Chris Balos and his little brother Luther Luke in 
Springdale, Arkansas, 2016 Oversize-folder 2 > Image 

RL.12025-P-0009

Scope and Contents

Photographer's identifier: 009_ADA_036_lawrence-sumulong

Marshallese and Marshallese American men 
shoot pool at Fatty Hackers Sports Bar in 
Springdale, Arkansas, 2017 Oversize-folder 2 > Image 

RL.12025-P-0010

Scope and Contents

Photographer's identifier: 010_ADA_030_lawrence-sumulong

Daughters of Faith Laukon and KBE Executive 
Councilman Nixon Jibas, Maria & Metali, play 
in the parking lot following mass at a Bikinian 
church, 2016 Oversize-folder 2 > Image 

RL.12025-P-0011

Scope and Contents

Photographer's identifier: 011_ADA_041_lawrence-sumulong

A portrait of Maira Andrew, a college student at 
the University of Arkansas, through a window 
at her family's house in Springdale, Arkansas, 
2016 Oversize-folder 2 > Image 

RL.12025-P-0012

Scope and Contents

Photographer's identifier: 012_ADA_028_lawrence-sumulong
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Chris Balos, one of the Arkansas Times
'Visionaries' and founder of the Lamoran Club, 
in Springdale, Arizona, 2016 Oversize-folder 2 > Image 

RL.12025-P-0013

Scope and Contents

"Since my early adult life I have dedicated myself to hold on to this revival 
of an identity far older than some of today's renowned religions. With 
globalization and mainstream America threatening our manit and rising 
sea level threatening our loved ones and our lamoran, I firmly believe it 
is essential, and an obligation, to protect that part of us! In the future I'm 
hoping myself and my story could be the connection that brings young 
Marshallese to a better understanding of their ancestral identity." - Chris 
Balos

Photographer's identifier: 13_ADA_035_lawrence-sumulong

The Marshall Islands rendered in spray paint on 
a local basketball court in Springdale, Arkansas, 
2017 Oversize-folder 2 > Image 

RL.12025-P-0014

Scope and Contents

Photographer's identifier: 014_ADA_032_lawrence-sumulong

Local Bikinian and Marshallese residents sit 
in attendance for the annex opening ceremony 
for the new KBE office in Springdale, Arkansas, 
2016 Oversize-folder 2 > Image 

RL.12025-P-0015

Scope and Contents

In addition, Assistant Secretary of the Interior for Insular Areas, Esther 
Kia'aina, the Deputy Policy Director of Insular Affairs, Tanya Harris Joshua, 
Doug Sprouse, Mayor of Springdale, Arkansas, and Consul General Carmen 
Chong-Gum, were also in attendance.

Photographer's identifier: 015_ADA_081_lawrence-sumulong

Return to Table of Contents
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