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Summary

Collection Title:
William Hyde and William Hyde Jr. medical practice records, 1805, 1841-1865

Creator:
Hyde, William, 1783-1861; Hyde, William, 1808-1873

Source:
Josiah Charles Trent History of Medicine Collections (Duke University)

Abstract:
William Hyde (1783-1861) and son William Hyde Jr. (1808-1873) were physicians 
of Stonington, Connecticut. This collection consists primarily of financial records 
(1841-1865) containing the names and treatments of patients in Connecticut and 
surrounding states, as well as a petition to Congress related to the Crittenden 
Compromise, and the elder Hyde's 1805 medical certificate.

Extent:
0.8 Linear Feet (3 boxes)

Language:
Materials in English

Collection ID:
RL.10567

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m14t2j

Preferred Citation

William Hyde and William Hyde Jr. medical practice records, David M. 
Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents

Background

Scope and Content

This collection documents the medical practice of Connecticut physicians 
William Hyde and William Hyde Jr. (William Hyde & Son), mainly between the 
years 1841-1865. It consists primarily of financial records, including an account 
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book, day books, and a ledger with index. The financial documents contain 
the names of patients and treatments, as well as details of the Hydes' travel 
and consultations with other physicians. Most of the patients were located in 
Connecticut, with some in neighboring states.

The collection also includes various loose documents that were removed from 
the day books, including a foolscap bearing sums owed and names of clients 
and three drafts of an 1861 petition to the U.S. Congress requesting that the 
Crittenden Compromise be adopted by all states in order to peacefully preserve 
the Union. Also present is an 1805 certificate to practice medicine, issued by 
the Connecticut State Medical Society to the elder William Hyde.

Biographical/Historical

William Hyde (1783-1861) and son William Hyde Jr. (1808-1873) were 
physicians of Stonington, Connecticut, who practiced medicine together as 
William Hyde & Son. In his early years, the elder Hyde was referred to as 
"Junior," as his father's name was also William.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to 
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of 
the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library.
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Acquisition Information

Source unknown

Processing Information

Processed by: Rubenstein Staff

This collection was reprocessed by Mary Mellon in June 2024 to incorporate the 
day books, account book, ledger and index, and medical certificate, which were 
previously cataloged separately.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Medical care -- New England -- History -- 19th century
• Medicine -- New England -- History -- 19th century
• Physicians -- Connecticut
• Connecticut -- History -- 19th century
• Stonington (Conn.)
• United States -- Politics and government -- 1857-1861
• Account books
• Financial records
• Medical records
• Josiah Charles Trent History of Medicine Collections (Duke University)

Collection Inventory

Certificate to practice medicine, William Hyde, 
1805 June 10 (online item available) Box 2
Digital Object: Certificate to practice medicine, William Hyde, 1805 June 10
Scope and Contents

Certificate to practice medicine, issued by the Connecticut State Medical 
Society to William Hyde Junior, signed by Jeremiah West, James Potter, Simon 
Wolcott, and Avery Downer.

Ledger and index, 1841-1865Physical Description: 2 Volumes 
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Scope and Contents

Ledger contains numerous additions laid in. Alphabetical index to ledger is 
included but bound as a separate volume.

Index to Ledger, 1841-1865 Box 2

Ledger, 1841-1865 Box 3

Account book, 1847-1853 Box 2

Day book, 1851-1853 Box 1

Day book, 1853 October-1856 September Box 1

Scope and Contents

William Hyde Jr.'s financial transactions with William Hyde & Son from 
1853-1870 appear at the end of the volume.

Day book, 1856 September-1859 March Box 1

Day book, 1859 April-1861 November Box 2

Documents removed from day books, 1851-1861 
(online item available) Box 2
Physical Description: 16 items 
Digital Object: Documents removed from day books, 1851-1861
Scope and Contents

This folder contains various loose documents that were removed from the day 
books, including a foolscap bearing sums owed and names of clients and three 
drafts of an 1861 petition to the U.S. Congress requesting that the Crittenden 
Compromise be adopted by all states in order to peacefully preserve the Union. 
Of related interest is a page bearing biblical passages regarding enslaved 
persons.
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