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Summary

Collection Title:
Dick Groat collection, 1948-1955

Creator:
Unknown

Abstract:
Dick Groat (Class of '52) received numerous accolades for his performances in 
baseball and basketball while at Duke. Groat then served two years in the United 
States Army. He went on to play 14 seasons in Major League Baseball, winning 
World Series Championships with the Pittsburgh Pirates in 1960 and St. Louis 
Cardinals in 1964. He was also named the National League's Most Valuable Player 
in 1960. The collection includes a scrapbook containing clippings that document 
Groat's athletic career at Duke and several issues of the Belvoir Castle that contain 
articles documenting his baseball and basketball career while playing in various 
armed services leagues with inclusive dates 1948-1955.

Extent:
0.25 Linear Feet
14 Items

Physical Location:
For current information on the location of these materials, please consult the 
Library's online catalog.

Language:
English

Language:
Material in English

Collection ID:
UA.30.01.0012

Permalink:
http://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/findingaids/uadickgroat/

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Dick Groat Collection, Duke University Archives, 
David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.
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Background

Scope and Content

Collection consists of a scrapbook and several issues of the Belvoir Castle 
pertaining to the amateur athletic career of Dick Groat with inclusive dates 
1948-1955. The scrapbook contains clippings pertaining to Groat's career at 
Duke University while a two-sport student-athlete in baseball and basketball, 
although a majority of the material pertains to his basketball career. The 
clippings document athletic contests including baseball and basketball 
tournaments, the numerous awards and honors received by Groat while 
at Duke, and his social life. Issues of the Belvoir Castle, the newsletter 
of the Engineer Center of the United States Army located at Fort Belvoir, 
Virginia, contain articles pertaining to Groat's two years in several armed 
service baseball and basketball leagues while in the United States Army from 
1953-1955. The actual creator of the collection is unknown.

Biographical/Historical

Dick Groat was born in Wilkinsburg, Pennsylvania on November 4, 1930. At 
Duke, Groat played basketball and baseball and accumulated numerous awards 
and accolades for his performances in both sports. In basketball, Groat was 
named All-American in 1951 and 1952 and United Press International's (UPI) 
National Player of the Year in 1952 after setting an NCAA single-season scoring 
record with 839 points. Groat was also named the Southern Conference Male 
Athlete of the Year in 1951 and 1952, the Southern Conference Basketball 
Tournament's Most Outstanding Player in 1951 and 1952 while also earning 
all-conference baseball honors in those two seasons, and the Helms National 
Player of the year in 1952. Additionally, in May 1952, Groat's #10 basketball 
jersey became the first to be retired in Cameron Indoor Stadium and the only 
until 1980.

Groat signed a contract with Major League Baseball's Pittsburgh Pirates shortly 
after graduating in 1952. Groat also served two years in the United States Army 
from 1953-1955 and played in armed service basketball and baseball leagues. 
Groat went on to have a fourteen year career in the big leagues with the 
Pittsburgh Pirates (1952-1962), St. Louis Cardinals (1963-1965), Philadelphia 
Phillies (1966-1967), and the San Francisco Giants (1967). Groat was a member 
of the World Series Champion Pittsburgh Pirates (1960) and St. Louis Cardinals 
(1964). He was also a five-time All-Star selection and in 1960, the National 
League's Most Valuable Player and the recipient of the Lou Gehrig Memorial 
Award. While most well-known for his Major League Baseball career, Groat was 
also selected by the Fort Wayne Pistons in the first round of the 1952 National 
Basketball Association amateur draft.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

103 Perkins Library, Duke University
Durham 27708-0185
919-660-5822
askRL@duke.edu
URL: http://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Researchers must register and agree to copyright and privacy laws before using 
this collection.

All or portions of this collection may be housed off-site in Duke University's 
Library Service Center. The library may require up to 48 hours to retrieve these 
materials for research use.

Please contact Research Services staff before visiting the University Archives to 
use this collection.

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

Copyright for Official University records is held by Duke University; all 
other copyright is retained by the authors of items in these papers, or their 
descendants, as stipulated by United States copyright law.

Acquisition Information

The Dick Groat Collection was received by the University Archives as a gift in 
2003.

Processing Information

Processed by Josh Larkin Rowley, May 2009

Encoded by Josh Larkin Rowley, May 2009
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Accession UA2003-13 is described in this finding aid.

Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Material

Athletics Reference Collection, 1888-2005Duke University Archives/David 
M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript LibraryBaseball records, 1933-
[ongoing]Duke University Archives/David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript LibraryBasketball records, 1906-[ongoing]Duke University Archives/
David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript LibrarySports Information 
Office records, 1932-1973Duke University Archives/David M. Rubenstein 
Rare Book & Manuscript LibraryUniversity Archives Photograph Collection, 
1861-[ongoing]Duke University Archives/David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Scrapbooks
• College athletes
• Unknown
• Major League Baseball (Organization)—History -- 20th century
• Groat, Dick
• Duke University -- Sports
• Duke University -- Baseball -- History -- 20th century
• Duke University -- Basketball -- History -- 20th century

Collection Inventory

Dick Groat Collection, 1948-1955
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Physical Description: 1 box 

Scrapbook, front and back cover Box 1

Scrapbook, page 1, loose clippings Box 1

Scrapbook, page 1-2 Box 1

Scrapbook, page 3-4 Box 1

Scrapbook, page 3-4, loose clippings Box 1

Scrapbook, page 5-6 Box 1

Scrapbook, page 5-6, loose clippings Box 1

Scrapbook, page 7-53 Box 1
Physical Description: 24 folders 

Belvoir Castle, 1953 Oct. 30; 1954 Jan. 8-1954 
April 16 Box 1

Physical Description: 2 folders 

Return to Table of Contents

- Page 7 -


	Title Page
	Summary
	Biographical/Historical
	Scope and Content
	Administrative Information
	Related Materials
	Names and Subjects
	Collection Inventory
	Dick Groat Collection, 1948-1955

