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Summary

Collection Title:
Duke University Retirees Outreach (DURO) records, 1997-2021

Creator:
Duke University. Duke University Retirees Outreach

Abstract:
Duke University Retirees Outreach was founded in 1997 to provide volunteer 
opportunities to Duke retirees and their partners and operated until 2021. 
DURO members developed volunteer programs like the Backpack Program and 
the Lakewood Garden project at Lakewood Elementary School. The collection, 
spanning 1997 to 2021, consists of administrative and financial records, 
correspondence, and materials related to projects and events.

Extent:
2 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in English.

Collection ID:
UA.25.43.0006

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1bx5k

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Duke University Retirees Outreach (DURO) records, 
Duke University Archives, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript 
Library, Duke University.
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Background

Scope and Content

Consists of administrative and financial records, correspondence, and materials 
related to projects and events. This includes buget and expense reports, 
speeches, photographs, compact discs with video recordings, materials for the 
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Lakewood Garden project, Backpack Program, Media/Library Center, and Book 
Fairs and donations. Materials span 1997 to 2021.

Biographical/Historical

Duke University Retirees Outreach (DURO) was founded in 1997 by William 
Griffith and George Maddox with support from Nannerl Keohane and John 
Burness. DURO's objective was to create volunteer opportunities in Durham. 
Funded and supported by the Office of Communication Services, DURO began 
offering volunteer opportunities to Duke retirees and their partners and later 
expanded to include Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) members, alumni, 
students, and community members.

DURO focused on volunteer programs at Lakewood Elementary School, 
a school in the Duke-Durham Neighborhood Partnership. The Lakewood 
Garden project started in 2000 in partnership with South Eastern Efforts 
Developing Sustainable Spaces (SEEDS) and Lakewood Elementary. With this, 
DURO members helped to construct and maintain a garden at Lakewood. The 
Backpack Program was started around 2011 to supply weekend groceries 
to families at Lakewood. With the Library/Media Center, DURO members 
assisted in the school's library, provided tutoring, installed a signage system, 
proctored tests, and helped with book fairs and book donations. Members 
also helped in the office and computer class, aided with school beautification, 
and the health and wellness program at Lakewood. In addition to DURO and 
Lakewood projects, members took part in programs like Busy Street, Crayons to 
Calculators, and Preiss-Steele Place.

In 2021, DURO was discontinued as an organization and the OLLI agreed to 
take on volunteer recruitment in support of programs created by DURO.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/
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Access Restrictions

Access restricted. Some materials in this collection are Duke University 
administrative materials. For a period of twenty-five years from the origin of 
the material, permission in writing from the office of origin and the University 
Archivist is required for use of administrative records. After twenty-five years, 
records that have been processed may be consulted with the permission of the 
University Archivist. Contact Research Services for more information.

Use Restrictions

Copyright for official university records is held by Duke University; all 
other copyright is retained by the authors of items in these papers, or their 
descendants, as stipulated by United States copyright law.

Acquisition Information

The Duke University Retirees Outreach (DURO) records were received by the 
Duke University Archives as a transfer in 2022.

Processing Information

Processed by April Blevins, July 2022

Accessions described in this collection guide: UA2022-0017

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Retirees
• Elementary schools -- Durham (N.C.)
• Volunteer workers in education
• Duke University. Duke University Retirees Outreach
• Duke University. Office of Durham and Regional Affairs. Duke-Durham 

Neighborhood Partnership
• Durham Public Schools (Durham County, N.C.)
• Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Duke
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Collection Inventory

Minutes and agenda

Leadership team, 1997-1998 Box 1

Planning committee, 1999-2006 Box 1
Physical Description: 2 folders 

General, 2000-2020 Box 1
Physical Description: 3 folders 

Executive committee, 2001-2002 Box 1

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative and financial records
Access Restrictions:

Access restricted. Some materials are Duke University administrative materials. 
For a period of twenty-five years from the origin of the material, permission 
in writing from the office of origin and the University Archivist is required for 
use of administrative records. After twenty-five years, records that have been 
processed may be consulted with the permission of the University Archivist. 
Contact Research Services for more information.

DURO's founders and leaders, 1997-2016 Box 1

Agreement of Partnership- DURO and Durham 
Public Schools, 1998 Box 1

Budgets and expenses, 1999-2005 Box 1

Budgets and expenses, 2006-2017 Box 1

Members lists, 2000-2015 Box 1
Physical Description: 2 folders 

National Partnership Initiative Lakewood 
Elementary support profile, 2000 Box 1

Recruitment and promotion, 2001-2021 Box 1
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Box 3
Physical Description: 2 folders 

National Council on Aging grant materials, 
2003-2004 Box 1

Contributions to Lakewood report, 2014 Box 1

OLLI/DURO- Memorandum of Understanding, 
2021 Box 1

Access Restrictions:

Administrative records restricted until 2046.

DURO Poster, 2008 Box 2 > Cd UA25430006-
CD-0002

Return to Table of Contents

Projects and events

Volunteer Appreciation Banquet, 2008 Box 1

Activities calendars, 2009-2010 Box 1

Lakewood-DURO projects, 2011-2012 Box 1

20th anniversary celebration, 2016 Box 1

"Celebrate DURO 20 Years and Counting..." 
booklet, 2016 Box 1

Lakewood Garden, 2000-2007 Box 2

Access Restrictions:

Administrative records restricted until 2032.

Lakewood Garden, 2008-2021 Box 2

Media/Library Center materials, 2006-2014 Box 2

Media/Library Center signage pictures and 
thank you card, undated Box 3

Programs and flyers, 1997-2006 Box 2
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Project planning and volunteer opportunities, 
2002-2019 Box 2

DURO Lakewood, 2008 Box 2 > Dvd UA25430006-
DVD-0003

Lakewood Family Backpack Program, 
2011-2021 Box 2

Physical Description: 2 folders 

Interviews of DURO members, 2015 Box 2 > Dvd UA25430006-
DVD-0001

Box 2 > Dvd UA25430006-
DVD-0002

Scope and Contents

Interviews of Connie Winstead, Margaret Hodel, Gretchen Cooley, Judy Berry, 
Don Burdick, and Julia Slebos. Prepared by students in Amanda Pullum's 
Writing 101.55 "Grassroots Activism," a course in Duke's Thompson Writing 
Program, Spring 2015.

Return to Table of Contents

Writings, speeches, and articles

Speeches, 1999, 2003 Box 2

Newsletters, 2001-2004 Box 2

Reading materials and articles, 2001-2009 Box 2

History of DURO, 2008-2012 Box 2

Website draft and DURO poem, 2008, 2020 Box 2

Duke & You, newspaper, 2001 Box 3

Return to Table of Contents

Photographs

Prints, undated Box 2
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Lakewood, DURO-DAA workday, Family Fun 
Food, and cooking classes, 2008-2009 Box 2 > Cd UA25430006-

CD-0001

DURO slides, 2008 Box 2 > Cd UA25430006-
CD-0003

Return to Table of Contents

Correspondence
Access Restrictions:

Access restricted. Some materials are Duke University administrative materials. 
For a period of twenty-five years from the origin of the material, permission 
in writing from the office of origin and the University Archivist is required for 
use of administrative records. After twenty-five years, records that have been 
processed may be consulted with the permission of the University Archivist. 
Contact Research Services for more information.

General, 1997-2000 Box 2

General, 2001-2002 Box 2

General, 2003-2005 Box 2

General, 2006-2008 Box 2

General, 2009-2021 Box 2

Administration, 1999-2004 Box 2

Access Restrictions:

Administrative records restricted until 2029.

Administration, 2005-2008 Box 2

Access Restrictions:

Administrative records restricted until 2033.

Administration, 2016 Box 2

Access Restrictions:

Administrative records restricted until 2041.
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