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Collection Title:
Peter Haff papers, 1973-2022

Creator:
Haff, Peter, 1944-2024

Abstract:
Peter Kirland Haff was a white professor of geology and civil and environmental
engineering who served on the faculty at Duke University's Pratt School of
Engineering and the Nicholas School of the Environment. His research focused on
geomorphology and sediment transport, the physics of ion sputtering and granular
flows, the neo-environment, and the technosphere. This collection consists of
materials related to Haff's research including notebooks of field and lab notes,
photographic materials, drafts of writings, articles, and some correspondence.

Extent:
3.5 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in English.

Collection ID:
UA.29.02.0283

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1mag9h

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Peter Haff papers, Duke University Archives, David
M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.
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Background

Scope and Content

The collection largely consists of materials related to Peter Haff's research
and geological field work on subject matters like the Anthropocene, the
technosphere, and desert geology. Includes materials related to the Salton Sea
Photography Project conducted in partnership with Peter Goin and notebooks
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containing field and lab notes, day books, drafts of writings, articles, color
slides, photographs, negatives, and some correspondence. Folder and item titles
are largely original.

Biographical/Historical

Peter Kirland Haff was a white professor of geology and civil and environmental
engineering. He was born in Boulder, Colorado on June 29, 1944. He graduated
from Harvard College in 1966 with a bachelor's degree in physics, and in 1970,
he received a PhD from the University of Virginia. His postdoc work took him

to Caltech, University of Washington, University of Copenhagen, and Yale
University. He taught physics and researched desert geology at Caltech prior to
accepting a joint faculty position at Duke University Pratt School of Engineering
and the Nicholas School of the Environment in 1988. While at Duke, he taught
courses on civil and environmental engineering, Earth and ocean sciences,

and geology. He also performed administrative roles as Chair of the Earth and
Ocean Sciences Division from 2001 to 2007 and as the Nicholas School of the
Environment Director of Graduate Studies. Haff retired from Duke in 2015

and became professor emeritus of civil and environmental engineering and
geology. In 2016, he was inducted into the American Geophysical Union Fellows
program. His research focused on geomorphology and sediment transport,

the physics of ion sputtering and granular flows, the neo-environment, and

the technosphere, a concept introduced by Haff to classify "the physical
properties of a human-technological system that takes on a role equivalent to
the biosphere or hydrosphere." He also participated with the Anthropocene
Working Group. Haff died on February 3, 2024.

Sources: Technosphere Magazine, https://technosphere-magazine.hkw.de/p/
Peter-K-Haff-9xPhMR94HxWAS8LJ6GHmMTPm, accessed June 9, 2025

https://www.jessehaff.com/peter kirkland haff 1944 2024, accessed June 9,
2025

https://today.duke.edu/2024/02/duke-flags-lowered-professor-emeritus-peter-
haff-distinguished-geologist-dies, accessed June 9, 2025
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library
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Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Acquisition Information
The Peter Haff papers were received by the University Archives as a gift from
Suzanne Haff in 2024.

Processing Information

Processed by April Blevins, June 2025

Accessions described in this collection guide: UA2024-0054

Use Restrictions

Copyright for Official University records is held by Duke University; all
other copyright is retained by the authors of items in these papers, or their
descendants, as stipulated by United States copyright law.
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Names and Subjects

College teachers -- North Carolina -- Durham
Environmental engineering
Environmental geormorphology
Geology -- Research

Geology, Stratigraphic -- Anthropocene
Sediments (Geology)

Salton Sea (Calif.)

Color slides

Field notes

Negatives (photographs)

Photographic prints

Haff, Peter, 1944-2024
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Goin, Peter, 1951-

Duke University -- Faculty

Nicholas School of the Environment (Duke University)
Pratt School of Engineering (Duke University)

Collection Inventory

Field Trip Notes I: Booming Dunes, notebook,

1978 June 26-1979 July 24 Box 1
Lab Notes #2, notebook, 1979 July 24-October

16 Box 1
Lab Notes #3, notebook, 1979 October 17-1980

February 18 Box 1
Lab #4, notebook, 1980 February 15-1981

October 29 Box 1
Research Day Book Vol. 1, 1984 March 23-June 4 Box 1

Research Day Book Vol. 2, 1984 June 4-1985 June
12 Box 1

Loose papers from Research Day Book Vol. 2,
circa 1984-1985 Box 1

Research Day Book Vol. 3, 1985 June 13-1990
January 19 Box 1

Field Trip Notes II, notebook, 1978 May 16-1980
May 7 Box 1

Field Trip Vol. 3, notebook, 1980 May 7-1981
May 19 Box 2

Field Trip Vol. 4, notebook, 1981 May 19-1982
April 22 Box 2

Field Trip Vol. 5, notebook, 1982 April 22-1983
September 22 Box 2

Field Trip Vol. 6, notebook, 1983 October
22-1984 September 16 Box 2
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Field Trip Vol. 7, notebook, 1984 September

17-1985 August 25 Box 2
Field Trip Vol. 8, notebook, 1985 September

7-1986 May 5 Box 2
Sundar Trip Vol. 9, notebook, 1986 June 16-1987

July 19 Box 2
Field Trip Vol. 10, notebook, 1987 July 20-1990

July 13 Box 2
Field Trip Vol. 11, notebook, 1990 July 14-1992

January 22 Box 3
Field Trip Vol. 12, notebook, 1992 January

22-1993 January 28 Box 3
Field Trip Vol. 13, notebook, 1993 January 29-

July 21 Box 3
Vol. 14, notebook, 1994 January 17- July 5 Box 3
Vol. 15, notebook, 1994 July 5- 1995 July 1 Box 3
Vol. 16, notebook, 1995 July 1-1996 April 22 Box 3
Vol. 17, notebook, 1996 April 22-October 14 Box 3
Field Notes Vol. 18, notebook, 1996 October

14-1998 January 30 Box 3
Field Notes Vol. 19, notebook, 1998 January

30-1999 October 8 Box 3
Field Notes Vol. 20, notebook, 1999 October

16-2002 April 20 Box 4
Field Notes Vol. 21, notebook, 2003 October

6-2007 June 14 Box 4
Field Notes Vol. 22, notebook, 2004 October 6-

October 16 Box 4
Day Book, 1994 August Box 4
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Salton Sea Photography Project- bibliography
(desert, Salton Sea), 1992 Box 4

Salton Sea Photography Project- photography
sources, 1992 Box 4

Salton Sea Photography Project- "Old Salton Sea
photos", 1992 Box 4

Scope and Contents

Contains 4x5 prints and negatives of images from pages of books by authors
Daniel McDougal, R. J. Russell, W. Mendenhall, Godfrey Sykes, and Brown.

Salton Sea Photography Project with Peter Goin,
1993 Box 4

Scope and Contents

Include notes, articles, and correspondence.

Salton Sea Photography Project- photos, circa
1993 Box 4

Scope and Contents

Contains 8x10 photographs of Salton Sea sent to Peter Haff from Peter Goin.

Inclined Plane, 1983-1992 Box 4
Physical Description: 3 folders
Scope and Contents

Includes drafts with edits of the paper "Kinetic Model of a Compressible
Grain-Gas: Application to Particles in a Box, Couette Flow, and Inclined Plane
Flow" by Peter Haff, correspondence, handwritten notes, transparencies, and
publications. Also includes other publications written and co-written by Peter
Haff such as "Grain Flow as a Fluid-Mechanical Phenomenon," "Kinetic Grain
Flow in a Vertical Channel," and "Boundary Conditions for High-Shear Grain
Flows." Original order retained.

Photographs of Peter Haff, 1973, undated Box 4

Sharp & Engel site, 2002 March-April Box 4
Scope and Contents

Includes a notebook and map print outs.

HydroCycle Conference, 2022 Box 4
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Scope and Contents

Contains handwritten notes and an annotated photocopy of the paper "The
Hydrologic Cycle and Historical Societies Workshop."

Innovation and Critique (Foucault), Rob Mitchell,
2022 Box 4

Acceleration of TS (Technosphere), 2021-2022 Box 5
Scope and Contents

Includes drafts with edits and handwritten notes.

TS notes random, 2021 Box 5

Scope and Contents

Includes a copy of the article "The Technofossil Record: Where Archaeology and
Paleontology Meet" co-written by Peter Haff and handwritten notes.

Desert Slides Vol. 1, 1981 June 22-1982 January

24 Box 5
Desert Slides Vol. 2, 1982 January 25-1983

January Box 5
Desert Slides Vol. 3, 1983 January-November 7 Box 5
Desert Slides Vol. 4, 1983 November 7-1984

October 7 Box 5
Desert Slides Vol. 5, 1984 December 16-1986

June 20 Box 5
Desert Slides Vol. 7, 1988 December-1990 Box 6
Desert Slides Vol. 8, 1988-1991 Box 6
Desert Slides Vol. 9, 1992-1993 January Box 6
Desert Slides Vol. 10, 1993 June-1994 Box 6
Desert Slides Vol. 11, 1996 January Box 6
Desert Slides Vol. 12, 1996 April-May Box 6
Desert Slides Vol. 12, 1996 April-July Box 7
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Desert Slides Vol. 13, 1996 October Box 7
Desert Slides Vol. 14, 1997 January-June Box 7
Desert Slides Vol. 15, 1992-1998 Box 7

Physical Description: 2 folders

Desert Pavement Photos, 1998-1999 Box 7
Scope and Contents

Contains photographs and handwritten notes.

Research Notes on Desert Pavement Project,
1985-1990 Box 7
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