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Summary

Collection Title:
Out of the Blue records, 1980-2022

Creator:
Out of the Blue (Musical group)

Abstract:
Founded in 1980, Out of the Blue is Duke's oldest female a cappella group. The 
group has performed at national and international venues and has recorded 
albums. The collection contains audio and video recordings, programs, 
correspondence, photographs, financial records, and scrapbooks. Materials span 
1980-2022.

Extent:
18.5 Linear Feet
3.6 Gigabytes

Language:
Materials in English

Collection ID:
UA.31.07.0010

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1p731

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Out of the Blue records, Duke University Archives, 
David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents

Background

Scope and Content

Collection contains audio and video recordings, photographs, financial records, 
correspondence, scrapbooks, and materials relating to performances and 
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events. Includes CDs, cassette, VHS, and Ampex 499 reel to reel tapes. 
Materials span 1980-2022.

Biographical/Historical

Founded in 1980, Out of the Blue is Duke University's oldest female a cappella 
group. In addition to on campus concerts and events, Out of the Blue has 
recorded albums and performed for audiences nationally and internationally. In 
1993, the group performed at Carnegie Hall as one of six groups selected from 
a nationwide competition. Out of the Blue has received awards for their albums 
and arrangements.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Access note. Some materials in this collection are electronic records that 
require special equipment. Contact Research Services with questions.

Access note. Some materials in this collection are fragile audiovisual/
photographic formats that may need to be reformatted before use. Contact 
Research Services for access.

Acquisition Information

The Out of the Blue records were received by the University Archives as 
transfers in 2007, 2019, and 2022 and as a gift in 2025.

Processing Information

Processed by: University Archives Staff
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Finding aid derived from MARC record, November 2014

Finding aid updated by April Blevins, August 2022

Accession UA2019-0099 added by April Blevins, April 2023

Accession UA2025-0020 added by April Blevins, May 2025

Use Restrictions

Copyright for official university records is held by Duke University; all 
other copyright is retained by the authors of items in these papers, or their 
descendants, as stipulated by United States copyright law.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Vocal ensembles, Unaccompanied.
• Vocal music
• Women college students -- North Carolina -- Societies and clubs
• Tape reels
• Audiocassettes
• Compact discs
• Scrapbooks
• Videocassettes
• Out of the Blue (Musical group)
• Duke University -- Students
• Duke University -- Songs and music
• Duke University -- Students -- Societies, customs, etc.

Collection Inventory

Accession UA2007-0060, 1983-2001, and undated
Access Restrictions:

Access note. Some materials are fragile audiovisual formats that may need to be 
reformatted before use. Contact Research Services for access.

Photographs, circa 1980s Box 1
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Recording Studio Calendar, undated Box 1

Performances, 2001 Box 1

Letters, undated Box 1

Funding and budget information, undated Box 1

Newspapers, 1993-1994 Box 1

CD Information, undated Box 1

Certificates, undated Box 1

Contemporary A Cappella News, Best of College 
A Cappella newsletters, 1997, 1999-2001 Box 1

Flyers and programs, undated Box 1

Out of the Blue CDs, undated Box 1

Out of the Blue cassette tapes, undated Box 1

Out of the Blue VHS tapes, undated Box 2

Walt Disney World Magic Music Days 
participation plaque, 1987 Box 3

Scrapbook, 1983-1984 Box 3

Scrapbooks, 1989-1992, 1995 Box 4
Box 5

Out of the Blue 1/2" audio reels, 1996, 1999 Box 6
Box 8

Out of the Blue 2" video reels, 1999, 1996 Box 7
Box 8

Box 11
Box 12
Box 13

Out of the Blue 1/4" audio reels, 1999 Box 9
Box 10

Return to Table of Contents
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Accession UA2019-0088, 1980-1990, and undated
Access Restrictions:

Access note. Series contains fragile audiovisual formats that may need to be 
reformatted before use. Contact Research Services for access.

Reel 1, 1980 Mar 29 Box 14 > Audio-reel 
UA31070010-RR-0001

Reel 2, 1990 Mar 29 Box 14 > Audio-reel 
UA31070010-RR-0002

Reel 3, undated Box 14 > Audio-reel 
UA31070010-RR-0003

Reel 4, undated Box 14 > Audio-reel 
UA31070010-RR-0004

Reel 5, undated Box 14 > Audio-reel 
UA31070010-RR-0005

Reel 6, undated Box 14 > Audio-reel 
UA31070010-RR-0006

Reel 7, undated Box 14 > Audio-reel 
UA31070010-RR-0007

Reel 8, undated Box 14 > Audio-reel 
UA31070010-RR-0008

Out of the Blue '87, 1987 Box 15 > Audio-reel 
UA31070010-RR-0009

Return to Table of Contents

Accession UA2019-0099, 1989-2017, and undated
Access Restrictions:

Access note. Some materials are fragile audiovisual/photographic formats that 
may need to be reformatted before use. Contact Research Services for access.

Sheet music with arrangements by members, 
undated Box 16

Group photo, undated Box 16
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BOCA: Best of College A Cappella, Vol. 2, 1996 Box 17 > Audio-cd 
UA31070010-OP-0001

BOCA 2K, 2000 Box 17 > Audio-cd 
UA31070010-OP-0002

BOCA, 2002 Box 17 > Audio-cd 
UA31070010-OP-0003

BOCA, 2005 Box 17 > Audio-cd 
UA31070010-OP-0004

BOCA, 2007 Box 17 > Audio-cd 
UA31070010-OP-0005

Runway, 2013 Box 17 > Audio-cd 
UA31070010-OP-0006

Youth, 2016 Box 17 > Audio-cd 
UA31070010-OP-0007

Full Circle, undated Box 17 > Audio-cd 
UA31070010-OP-0008

Voices Only, 2006 Box 17 > Audio-cd 
UA31070010-OP-0009

Voices Only, 2008 Box 17 > Audio-cd 
UA31070010-OP-0010

Red, 2010 Box 17 > Audio-cd 
UA31070010-OP-0011

Out with the Old...in with the Blue, 1991 Box 17 > Audio-cd 
UA31070010-OP-0012

the blue album, 1990 Box 17 > Audio-cd 
UA31070010-OP-0013

Out on the Town, 1989 Box 17 > Audio-cd 
UA31070010-OP-0014

Past Lives, 2017 Box 17 > Audio-cd 
UA31070010-OP-0015, 
UA31070010-OP-0016
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Peripheral Vision, undated Box 17 > Audio-cd 
UA31070010-OP-0017

Still Point, 2011 Box 17 > Audio-cd 
UA31070010-OP-0018

Flywheel, 2011 Box 17 > Audio-cd 
UA31070010-OP-0019

Return to Table of Contents

Accession UA2022-0015, 1985-1987
Access Restrictions:

Access note. Series contains electronic records that require special equipment. 
Contact Research Services with questions.

Information sheet, 1980s Digital-materials UA31070010-
SET-0001

Physical Description: 2 files; approximately 6 megabytes
Scope and Contents

Contains image files.

Out of the Blue Constitution, 1980s Digital-materials UA31070010-
SET-0001

Physical Description: 4 files; approximately 13 megabytes
Scope and Contents

Contains image files.

Rules and regulations, 1985 Digital-materials UA31070010-
SET-0001

Physical Description: 2 files; approximately 7 megabytes
Scope and Contents

Contains image files.

Executive board members list, 1985-1987 Digital-materials UA31070010-
SET-0001

Physical Description: 1 file; approximately 3 megabytes
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Scope and Contents

Contains an image file.

Federal income tax exemption, 1986 Digital-materials UA31070010-
SET-0001

Physical Description: 2 files; approximately 6 megabytes
Scope and Contents

Contains image files.

Return to Table of Contents

Accession UA2022-0018, 2011, 2022

Programs and flyers, 2011, 2022 Box 16

40th anniversary reunion thank you notes, 2022 Box 16

Return to Table of Contents

Accession UA2025-0020, 2022
Access Restrictions:

Access note. Series contains electronic records that require special equipment. 
Contact Research Services with questions.

Scope and Contents

Consists of a video recording of the 2022 Women's Month A Capella Concert.

Out of the Blue Women's Month A Cappella 
Concert, 2022 March Digital-materials UA31070010-

SET-0002
Physical Description: 3.6 Gigabytes
1 file 
Scope and Contents

Consists of a video file (mp4 format).

Return to Table of Contents
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