
Guide to the U.S. Army materials 
relating to the American Civil War, 
1860s-1890s
This collection guide was produced in July 2021.
This PDF version was created on April 3, 2026.

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Some materials and descriptions may include offensive content.  More info

mailto:askRL@duke.edu
https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/
https://library.duke.edu/about/statement-potentially-harmful-language-library-descriptions


Guide to the U.S. Army materials relating to the American Civil War, 1860s-1890s

Table of Contents

Summary    ....................................................................................................................    3
Background    ................................................................................................................    4
Arrangement    ..............................................................................................................    5
Administrative Information  .......................................................................................    5
Names and Subjects    ..................................................................................................   6
Collection Inventory    ..................................................................................................    6

- Page 2 -



Guide to the U.S. Army materials relating to the American Civil War, 1860s-1890s

Summary

Collection Title:
United States Army materials relating to the American Civil War, 1860s-1890s

Abstract:
The United States Army, also referred to as the Northern, Union, or Federal army, 
fought against the Confederate States Army during the American Civil War. This 
collection was assembled by Rubenstein Library out of miscellaneous and disparate 
archival and manuscript collections, including: U.S. Army units and regimental 
records, inventories, and orders; as assorted letters and correspondence from 
various Army soldiers and officers; maps, letterheads, and blank forms, all created 
or produced during the Civil War era. Many materials relate to troop movements; 
inventories of supplies, equipment, troops, and food; enlistment, pay, and service 
histories of various members of the U.S. Army; activities of particular regiments; 
action or battles against the Confederacy; examples of personal letters to and from 
soldiers' family members; reports and summaries of war conditions in Southern 
territories (poverty and hunger in Southern towns, destruction and seizure of 
property, and the difficult circumstances facing newly-freed Black populations); and 
other assorted bureaucratic and administrative Army records.

Extent:
0.5 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in English.

Mixed Materials [box]:
1

Collection ID:
RL.11914

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1tj1m

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], United States Army materials relating to the 
American Civil War, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, 
Duke University.
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Background

Scope and Content

This collection consists of many U.S. Army-related manuscript and archival 
materials, all dating from the American Civil War and its aftermath. Many 
of the materials relate to Union army activities in occupied Southern states, 
and include some official records from the Department of North Carolina, 
Department of the Tennessee, and Army of the Tennessee; regimental histories, 
orders, and other assorted materials from the 9th Maine Infantry, the 19th New 
York Cavalry (New York Dragoons), 93rd Pennsylvania Infantry, 1st Connecticut 
Artillery, and other miscellaneous army orders and reports; unsorted travel 
passes, personal and official letters to and from various Union officers and 
enlisted men, legal papers, affidavits, and loyalty oaths; inventories of supplies, 
ordnances, and attendance; some handmade maps of Civil War battlefields, 
including Petersburg; and a collection of Civil War-era letterhead and printed 
emblems.

Many materials relate to troop movements; inventories of supplies, equipment, 
troops, and food; enlistment, pay, and service histories of various members 
of the U.S. Army; activities of particular regiments; action or battles against 
the Confederacy; examples of personal letters to and from soldiers' family 
members; reports and summaries of war conditions in Southern territories 
(poverty and hunger in Southern towns, destruction and seizure of property, 
and the difficult circumstances facing newly-freed Black populations); and 
other assorted bureaucratic and administrative Army records. There are some 
references to refugees, widows, and enslaved people in the correspondence 
and in some of the company records and affidavits. The correspondence relays 
different soldiers' personal experiences and opinions of war, political and 
military battle news, and family updates.

Biographical/Historical

During the American Civil War (1861-1865) the United States Army (also called 
the Federal or the Union Army) fought to preserve the union and end chattel 
slavery. The Union Army was opposed by military forces in the Confederate 
States, which consisted of Southern states that seceded from the United States 
and rebelled against the federal government.

Return to Table of Contents
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Arrangement

Materials are foldered by unit or regiment, with summaries of formats or contents 
supplied. Unaffiliated officers or soldiers' letters or correspondence are grouped 
separately.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Acquisition Information

The United States Army Materials relating to the American Civil War were 
received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library in 
multiple acquisitions from a variety of places. It was assembled by library staff 
under the "Army" title between the 1930s and 1950s, with later additions added 
up through the 1980s.
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Processing Information

Processed by RL Staff. Rehoused and gathered into a finding aid by Meghan 
Lyon, July 2021.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Manuscript maps
• Letterheads
• United States -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865
• Loyalty oaths -- United States
• Petersburg (Va.) -- History -- Siege, 1864-1865
• Slavery -- United States
• Soldiers -- 19th century
• United States. Army
• United States. Army. Maine Infantry Regiment, 9th (1861-1865)
• United States. Army. New York Dragoons, 1st (1863-1865)
• United States. Army. Pennsylvania Infantry Regiment, 93rd (1861-1865)
• United States. Army. Department of the Tennessee
• United States. Army. Connecticut Artillery Regiment, 1st (1862-1865)

Collection Inventory

19th New York Cavalry, Company G, 5th 
Squadron, 1st New York Dragoons mess book, 
1863-1864 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Mess book with accounts of spending and items purchased by officers Alanson 
B. Moffitt, Justus F. Coy, Capt. J.P. Robinson, Capt. G. Wiley Wells, Lt. T.J. Burr, 
Lt. Albert Chamberlain, and Surgeon B.T. Kneeland.

1st Connecticut Artillery (Heavy) narrative 
history, 1864 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Manuscript bound volume describing formation, movements, and service of the 
1st Connecticut Heavy Artillery, under command of Capt. Uriah Wallace. Volume 
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describes travels through towns and forts in Washington D.C., Maryland, and 
Virginia, including travel by James and Potomac Rivers. Includes list of deaths 
and wounded. Author unknown.

Army of the Tennessee records, 1864-1865 Box 1

Scope and Contents

File contains miscellaneous materials from Dept. of the Tennessee, including: 
assorted papers relating to pay and service of 1st Lt. John R. Scupham; lists 
of tools and numbers of men (including "contraband negroes") in the Pioneer 
Corps; and a list of contracts made under 1st Lt. A.D. Whitcomb of the 1st 
Missouri Engineers.

Department of North Carolina general orders, 
1865 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Contains a manuscript draft copy of General Order 46, issued in Raleigh on 
May 15, 1865 by Maj. Gen. Schofield, concerning the "rules for the government 
of Freedmen in North Carolina until the restoration of the civil government 
in the state." The rules elaborate the rights of parents or guardians over the 
movements and actions of their children (in "place of those of the former 
master"). The draft outlines expectations of freedpeople in North Carolina, 
including the following: "It will be left to the employer and servant to agree 
upon the wages to be paid; but freedmen are advised that for the present 
season they aught [sic] to expect only moderate wages, and where their 
employers cannot pay them money they aught to be contented with a fair share 
in the crops to be raised. They have gained their personal freedom. By industry 
and good conduct they may rise to independence and even wealth."

Also present is a printed broadside of General Order 93, issued July 5, 1865, by 
Maj. and Asst. Adj. Gen. Clinton A. Cilley, announcing the withdrawal of troops 
among North Carolina towns with newly-appointed mayors and commissioners, 
including Raleigh, Wilmington, New Berne, Fayetteville, Charlotte, Hillsboro, 
and several others. The order elaborates that "all laws or regulations, at any 
time heretofore in force in such towns, restricting the personal liberty of blacks, 
and not equally applicable to whites, are void." It warns that violating these 
policies "will necessitate the resumption of exclusive military control of any city 
or village in which such right is so disregarded."

93rd Pennsylvania Infantry Volunteers orders, 
correspondence, and various papers, 1862-1864 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Folder is a miscellaneous group of correspondence, orders, and circulars 
concerning the daily routine of the regiment, typically authored by the corps 
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or division commanders. Items include leaves of absence, passes, troop 
movements, and ordering men for special detail such as guard duties or mule 
care.

9th Maine Volunteer Infantry orders and papers, 
1861-1863 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Materials are mainly assorted orders and notes issued by Col. Risworth Rich 
while the regiment was headquartered in Fernandina, Florida. Orders include 
prohibitons on gambling, smoking, cursing, and uniform violations, and outline 
protocols for drills and marches by the troops.

Maps documenting forts, battlefields, or troop 
movements, approximately 1861-1865 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Includes: two maps excerpted from the Report of Maj. General J. G. Foster to 
the Committee on the Conduct of the War. First is titled "Sketch showing the 
position of the attacking and defending forces at the Siege of Washington, N.C., 
March 29 to April 16, 1863." Second is titled "Sketch showing route pursued in 
the advance to Goldsboro, N.C., in Dec. 1862." Both appear to be excised from a 
printed report, and are attributed to Bowen and Co., Lith., Philadelphia.

Three additional handdrawn maps are present. First, a hand drawn map 
in pencil, titled "Battle fought June 28th 1863. Sketch of Fort Butler at 
Donaldsonville, La., by J. L. Johnson, Co. H, 16th N.H.V.".

There are also two maps of the Petersburg siege. The first Petersburg map is 
titled: "Map of the fortifications in front of Petersburg near the Appomattox 
River, dedicated to Mr. Charlie Day by his friend from the Fatherland, A. 
Schrum." This map has detailed pen notations for "rebel picket line," the 
railroads, "abandoned Union Breastworks," forts, factories, "swampy land," 
graves, as well as red pen noting different batteries. The second Petersburg 
map is titled "Map." and has a subtitle "Showing Union and Rebel fortifications 
near the Appomattox River, Siege of Petersburg Va., 1864-5." The area depicted 
is largely the same as the first map, with small details of individual houses or 
clusters of trees as well as a key noting locations of batteries, headquarters, 
forts, and other sites.

Assorted oaths, affidavits, and legal papers, 
approximately 1861-1868 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Contains loose and assorted examples of post-war loyalty oaths, as well as 
some documents relating to various investigations and trials for Confederate 
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sympathizers or thieves. This material is miscellaneous and was compiled in 
pieces over time, so does not all relate to each other despite being foldered 
together. There are 1862 affidavits and notes from an investigation into James 
Bobbit, an unconditional Secessionist accused of harrassing and threatening 
Union soldiers, and a investigation of David Groves and R.G. Foster over their 
stealing 2000 pounds of bacon for the Rebel Army. Also contains an election 
certificate issued by the 2nd Military District (North and South Carolina) for 
Martin County, North Carolina, declaring Bryant Bennett the winner of an 1868 
election in the county commissioner race.

Passes for travel, 1861-1865 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Various printed and manuscript passes issued by commanding officers allowing 
either soldiers or civilians to cross through Union lines.

Various ordnance, supplies, requisitions, and 
disbursement records, 1861-1869 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Various examples of inventories, registers, and lists of supplies, equipment, 
clothing, and materials created and transmitted by the Union Army. Includes 
an 1863 manuscript list of "private property belonging to Contrabands in 
camp near Picket line", created by Gibs-and-Caswell, "in charge of camp" near 
Vicksburg, Mississippi. Also includes orders of requisitions by the Army seizing 
private property such as clothing or animals.

Miscellaneous Army reports, 1861-1865 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Assorted reports, assembled over time from various sources, created by or 
used by Union Army personnel or units. Topics include summaries of battles 
(including New Bern and Petersburg), status of troops, and summaries of troop 
activities and movements.

Civil War-era printed letterhead and stationary, 
1860s Box 1

Scope and Contents

Contains over 100 pieces of clipped or excised examples of printed stationary 
and envelopes, most pro-Union. These clippings exemplify past curatorial 
practices at Duke Library, when an item's illustration was separated from the 
letter. Some examples in this set contain mocking caricatures of Jefferson Davis, 
enslaved Black people, or other figures. Most examples contain patriotic images 
of flags, American heraldry, and portraits of Army generals.
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Department of the Tennessee letter, 1866 April 
25 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Manuscript copy of a letter from Jonas Drury to Capt. W.A. Wainwright of the 
Dept. of the Tennessee describing Drury's excavation of seven bodies of Ohio 
soldiers executed near Atlanta by Confederates. These men were Andrews 
Raiders, a group of volunteer Union spies who were executed for their role in 
the Great Locomotive Chase between Chattanooga and Atlanta in June 1862. 
Drury's letter includes a summary of their execution by hanging, and then 
describes the location of the graves and relays his description of each of the 
bodies, including the men's clothing. He also reports the location of the hanging 
of Captain Andrews, who led the raid, and says that his body is not among the 
seven waiting at the Georgia Depot for further orders.

Department of the Cumberland letter, 1862 
November 22 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Manuscript letter from Gen. J.T. Boyle of Louisville to Maj. Gen. W.S. Rosecrans, 
commanding deputy of the Cumberland in Nashville, concerning troops 
movements and vacancies in a regiment.

Soldiers' personal letters to family and friends, 
1861-1866 Box 1
Physical Description: 2 folders 
Scope and Contents

Wide range of about 200 personal letters written to and by different soldiers 
serving in the Union Army during the American Civil War. Topics in the 
correspondence tend to relate to troop movements; the physical health and 
morale of the soldiers and their family members; the local weather and 
traveling conditions; and the daily life and amusements of a soldier. Some 
letters detail specific battles or campaigns.

Officers' various letters, 1861-1867 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Contains a wide range of letters authored by Union officers serving in the 
American Civil War. The letters in this file are very miscellaneous. Includes 
some personal correspondence to different officers' families or friends, similar 
to the Soldiers' Letters file. Also contains routine transmissions transferring 
soldiers between units, acknowledging receipts of different missives, and 
responding to recommendation letters or other communications relating to 
military administrative matters. The file also contains some affidavits and court 
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marshall proceedings. One item from 1864 contains testimony for the House 
Military Committee by Lt. Col. Monroe Nichols about his imprisonment at Libby 
Prison and plans that the prisoners made to blow it up.

Miscellaneous Army orders, 1861-1866 Box 1

Scope and Contents

This file contains miscellaneous manuscript orders and circulars from various 
Union Army departments and divisions. Additional printed army orders can be 
found in the Rubenstein's broadside collection.

Certificates and narratives of Union army 
service, 1860s-1890s Box 1

Scope and Contents

Manuscripts of service history: one manuscript item by Samuel A. Carpenter 
(private Co. A 124 O.V.G) discusses his enlistment and service in 1864. A second 
typescript, with manuscript edits, is an anonymous Union veteran account of 
Wauhatchie battle in 1863.
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