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Summary

Collection Title:
Comics and Zines: History, Theory, and Practice student zines, 2021-2025

Creator:
Fick, Bill

Source:
Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture

Abstract:
This is a collection of zines made by the Duke University undergraduate students in 
the semester course of Comics and Zines: History, Theory, and Practice taught by 
Professor Bill Fick. It includes zines from the spring 2021-2025 semester courses.

Extent:
2.5 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in English.

Collection ID:
RL.13004

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1pq94

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Comics and Zines: History, Theory, and Practice 
student zines, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke 
University.

Return to Table of Contents

Background

Scope and Content

This is a collection of zines made by the Duke University undergraduate 
students in the semester course of Comics and Zines: History, Theory, and 
Practice taught by Professor Bill Fick.

- Page 3 -

https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1pq94


Guide to the Comics and Zines: History, Theory, and Practice student zines, 2021-2025

The collection is organized into the following series: VacZine, Lean Mean Zine 
Machine and Smitherzines: Lo-fi Literature to Blow your Mind.

The VacZine series is comprised of one clamshell box, one title page insert, and 
eight zines made by students in the spring 2021 semester course. Topics in the 
series include: COVID-19, isolation, chronic illness, transgender identity, Asian 
American identity, biking as a lifestyle, Durham Greenways, loss, grief, dreams, 
and Duke student life.

The Lean Mean Zine Machine series is comprised of one clamshell box, one 
title page insert and fifteen zines made by students in the spring 2023 semester 
course. Topics in the series include: AI, chronic illness, poetry, fanart, identity, 
hobbies, grief, and Duke student life.

The Smitherzines series is comprised of one clamshell box, one title page insert 
and ten zines made by students in the spring 2024 semester course. Topics 
in the series include: Korean nature and culture, music, identity, hobbies and 
interests, and Duke student life.

The Zinergize series is comprised of one clamshell box, one table of contents 
page insert, and 13 zines made by students in the spring 2025 semester course. 
Topics in the series include: 1800s women's fashion, an AI therapist, "ugly" art, 
identity, favorite and recommended media, and Duke student life.

Biographical/Historical

ARTSVIS 207S: Comics and Zines: History, Theory, and Practice is a course in 
the Art, Art History, and Visual Studies department, taught by visiting professor 
Bill Fick, that focuses on comics, graphic novels, and zines. Students in the 
class produce a comic or zine. In 2021 the class produced eight zines collected 
together in the VacZine collection. In 2023 the class produced fifteen zines 
collected together in the Lean Mean Zine Machine collection. In 2024 the 
class produced 10 zines collected together in Smitherzines: Lo-fi Literature 
to Blow your Mind. In 2025 the class produced 13 zines collected together in 
Zingergize.

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

These zines are arranged by semester in the order of appearance on the table of 
contents insert and the clamshell boxes are housed separately in box 2.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Acquisition Information

The Comics and Zines: History, Theory, and Practice student zines was received 
by the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a gift from Bill 
Fick in 2022-2025.

Processing Information

Processed by Shiloh Jines, May 2023

Accession 2024-0072 added by Lisa Duncan, May 2024

Accession 2024-0089 added by Lisa Duncan, July 2024

Accession 2025-0081 added by Reina Henderson, August 2025

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2022-0171, 2024-0072, 
2024-0089, 2025-0081.

Formerly titled VacZine collection, 2021.
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Names and Subjects

• Zines -- North Carolina -- Durham
• COVID-19 Pandemic, 2020-2023
• College students -- North Carolina -- Durham -- Social life and customs
• Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture
• Duke University -- Students
• Duke University. Department of Art, Art History and Visual Studies

Collection Inventory

VacZine, 2021
Scope and Contents

The VacZine series is comprised of one clamshell box, one title page insert, and 
eight zines made by students in the spring 2021 semester course. Topics in the 
series include: COVID-19, isolation, chronic illness, transgender identity, Asian 
American identity, biking as a lifestyle, Durham Greenways, loss, grief, dreams, 
and Duke student life.

VacZine, Table of Contents Insert, 2021 Box 1

BMOC by Dylan Cain, 2021 Box 1

Welcome to My Bike Gang by Meghan Doyle, 
2021 Box 1

Realms by Rebecca He, 2021 Box 1

YLLWSTNE by Audrey Liu, 2021 Box 1

Just Tired: A Chronicle of my Chronic Illness by 
Joy Reeves, 2021 Box 1

Imans' Declassified Pratt Survival Guide by 
Iman von Briesen, 2021 Box 1
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Eyes Wide Open: Dreams and Art by Jenny Xi, 
2021 Box 1

VacZine collection clamshell box, 2021 Box 2

Scope and Contents

This message is printed on the box, "VACZINE: A Collection of never before 
seen zines by students in ARTSVIS 207S, COMICS AND ZINES, Spring 
Semester, 2021, Duke University. Inoculate Yourself! Open Here"

Return to Table of Contents

Lean Mean Zine Machine, 2023
Scope and Contents

The Lean Mean Zine Machine series is comprised of one clamshell box, one 
title page insert and fifteen zines made by students in the spring 2023 semester 
course. Topics in the series include: AI, chronic illness, poetry, fanart, identity, 
hobbies, grief, and Duke student life.

Lean Mean Zine Machine, Table of Contents 
Insert, 2023 Box 1

A Zine about Zines by Chatty Gepetto, edited by 
Bill Fick, 2023 Box 1

Contemplations on Grief, Hospice and 
Caretaking by Rebekah Theresa Alvarenga, 
2023 Box 1

777, Just about me by Jocelyn Aviles-Vazquez, 
2023 Box 1

Living in the World . . . that is, the Peculiarities 
of Being Gay and Christian by Jaye L. Bullock, 
2023 Box 1

Here by Ryleigh Byrne, 2023 Box 1

Untitled by Colette Cavazos, 2023 Box 1

Fashion . . . Brainstorming by Quinn Davis, 
2023 Box 1

I'm Ticked Off by Laila Edelman, 2023 Box 1
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Back to the Cinema by Danny Gonzalez, 2023 Box 1

DJ Name by Oliver Greenwald, 2023 Box 1

Growing in the Shade by Ricky Hernandez 
Marquez, 2023 Box 1

Fanartist's Manifesto by Mie Kusupholnand, 
2023 Box 1

Stoned by Kara Lindstrom, 2023 Box 1

Go Look at the Moon, Poems and other Oddities
by Melanie Wang, 2023 Box 1

Lean Mean Zine Machine collection clamshell 
box, 2023 Box 2

Return to Table of Contents

Smitherzines: Lo-Fi Literature to Blow Your Mind, 2024
Scope and Contents

The Smitherzines series is comprised of one clamshell box, one title page insert 
and ten zines made by students in the spring 2024 semester course. Topics 
in the series include: Korean nature and culture, music, identity, hobbies and 
interests, and Duke student life.

Smitherzines, Table of Contents Insert Box 1

Reminiscing Duke: The Best of Friends and 4 
Years I will Never Forget by Dani Bansagi, 2024 Box 1

Cerebral Rantings of a Lost Mind, the 
Recovered Burkus Manifesto by Charlie 
Burnett, 2024 Box 1

Mari*/*** by Marie Cheng, 2024 Box 1

Super Graphic by Charlotte Haidar, 2024 Box 1

Korea by Dae Oh, 2024 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Full information on cover page: Korea. The natural and the ancient side of 
the future facing country is explored here. Stories are told through these old 
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mountain temples. Written, complied and edited by Dae Oh. Shot and filmed: 
16.06.2022

The Corvid's Nest by Karina Quinn, 2024 Box 1

Material Girl, a zine about engineering, volume 
1 edition 1 by Karina Quinn, 2024 Box 1

dressed to kill, vol 1 issue , a zine by elliot 
cadence  by Elliot Smith, 2024 Box 1

Zine-thesis of thoughts by Luca Tjossem, 2024 Box 1

I Love Cats by Erika Wang, 2024 Box 1

Smitherzines: Lo-Fi Literature to Blow Your 
Mind collection clamshell box, 2024 Box 2

Return to Table of Contents

Zinergize, 2025
Scope and Contents

The Zinergize series is comprised of one clamshell box, one table of contents 
page insert, and 13 zines made by students in the spring 2025 semester course. 
Topics in the series include: 1800s women's fashion, an AI therapist, "ugly" art, 
identity, favorite and recommended media, and Duke student life.

Zinergize, table of contents, 2025 Box 1

Intro to "Ugly" Art by Darius Catrina, 2025 Box 1

Your AI Therapist by Xuerui (Sherry) He, 2025 Box 1

50/50 by Samia Idaghdour, 2025 Box 1

Pickleball by Owen Jensen, 2025 Box 1

A Look into Slime by Vicky Jin, 2025 Box 3

All About the WNBA by Liv Jordan, 2025 Box 3

Wide Open Spaces by Hailey Kasney, 2025 Box 3

Marisol's Most-Loved Media - Issue 1: Shrek 
Special by Marisol Mata Nevarez, 2025 Box 3
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Exploring Your Mind through OCs and Stories
by Maya Crawford, 2025 Box 3

The Time Traveler's Guide to 1800s Fashion by 
Cristina Mitchell, 2025 Box 3

21 Things Every Duke Student Absolutely 
Needs by Matthew Rodriguez, 2025 Box 3

Lavender Girl by Polyna Uzun, 2025 Box 3

Luke's Random Thoughts feat. Leroy by Luke 
Wang, 2025 Box 3

Zinergize clamshell box, 2025 Box 2

Return to Table of Contents
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