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Summary

Collection Title:
Walker family papers, 1804-1865

Source:
John Hope Franklin Research Center for African and African American History and 
Culture

Creator:
Walker, William, 1757-1840; Walker, William B. B., 1806-1873; Walker, William D., 
1835-1918

Abstract:
Collection contains materials from the Walker Family of Cumberland County, 
Virginia, dating from the early 1800s through 1865. Items include slavery records 
from William Walker, a Revolutionary War soldier and plantation owner; William 
B.B. Walker, his son; and William D. Walker, his grandson. Acquired as part of the 
John Hope Franklin Research Center for African and African American History and 
Culture.

Extent:
0.25 Linear Feet (1 half-document box)

Language:
Materials in English.

Mixed Materials [box]:
1

Collection ID:
RL.13008

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1db3k

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Walker Family Papers, David M. Rubenstein Rare 
Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents
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Background

Scope and Content

Collection contains assorted letters, receipts, and transactional papers related 
to the sale and hire of enslaved people through several generations of the 
Walker family, owners of White Hall Plantation in Cumberland, Virginia.

Early material relates to William Walker, including letters from neighbors and 
associates with slave passes recorded on the item, agreements about hiring 
prices for different enslaved laborers, and a manuscript copy of his will (dated 
1838-1839) that bequeathed numerous enslaved people to different members of 
his family.

Similar hire agreements and correspondence is present from the era of William 
B.B. Walker, as well as some bills for medical care of enslaved people. There 
are also tax receipts indicating how many enslaved people William B.B. Walker 
owed taxes on in the mid-1800s.

There are some materials alluding to the American Civil War, including 
correspondence from William D. Walker to his father and some Confederate 
property assessments. There are also receipts and invoices from William D. 
Walker for hiring and selling some enslaved people.

Biographical/Historical

William Walker (1757-1840) was a soldier in the American Revolution and 
later served as captain of the Cumberland County militia. He owned land and 
enslaved people in Cumberland County, Virginia, on a plantation he named 
"White Hall."

Walker married Mary Anne Smith (1768-1820) and the couple had at least nine 
children. One son, William Baker Burton Walker (1806-1873) also lived at White 
Hall, growing tobacco among other crops. William B.B. Walker married Mary 
Frances Ann Blanton, and the couple had at least seven children. The Walker 
and Blanton families were business partners as well as relatives.

One of William B.B. Walker's sons, William David Walker (1835-1918), enlisted 
in the Confederate Army and served in Virginia's 3rd Cavalry. He also owned 
enslaved people, as evidenced in this collection and through U.S. Census 
records. He continued to operate his plantation following the war.

Return to Table of Contents
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Arrangement

Arranged chronologically.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Acquisition Information

The Walker Family Papers were received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book 
& Manuscript Library as a purchase from James Cummins Booksellers in 2023. 
It was originally called White Hall Plantation Records.

Processing Information

Processed by Meghan Lyon, June 2023

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2023-0075
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Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Plantations -- Records and correspondence
• Slavery -- Virginia -- History -- 19th century
• Inventories of decedents' estates -- Southern States
• Slaveholders -- Virginia -- Correspondence
• John Hope Franklin Research Center for African and African American History 

and Culture

Collection Inventory

Daniel Payne letter to Captain William Walker, 
carried by Jim (enslaved), 1804 May 23 Box 1

Arranged by species

David Payne letter to William Walker, re: hiring 
Moses (enslaved), 1815 December 30 Box 1

"A list of negroes hired to William Walker," James 
Town, 1820 January 1 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Contains four names of enslaved people

Patrick H. North (?) letter to William Walker, re: 
clothing for Charity (enslaved), 1822 December 
31 Box 1

James Blanton account with William Walker, re: 
shoes for enslaved people, 1826-1827 Box 1

Receipt for "the hire of two negroes," signed by 
William B.B. Walker for William Walker, 1828 
September 11 Box 1

Receipt for David Wilson's lawyer fee re: legal 
defense of enslaved man (unnamed) accused of 
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a felony, paid by William Walker, 1828 November 
20 Box 1

Account of William B.B. Walker with William 
White, including hire of enslaved men, 1833 Box 1

Michael Welsh note to Thomas Johnson, carried 
by James (enslaved), 1834 February 6 Box 1

Hire agreement for Cornelius (enslaved) between 
William B.B. Walker and James Blanton with 
William Hardaway, 1834 December 27 Box 1

Account and correspondence over goods order 
by William Walker, carried by Abram (enslaved), 
1835 January 2 Box 1

Receipt to William Walker for subscription to 
Richmond Whig newspaper, 1835 Box 1

Will of William Walker, Cumberland, 1838 
February 20-1839 June 27 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Includes numerous names of enslaved people he sought to bequeath to different 
relatives and descendants. One segment says that Martha, Sam, Weber, and 
Patty can choose their master from among his children. Also contains segment: 
"I give and bequeath to John or Jack Miller, who married my daughter Sarah 
V. Judith, and went off with a strumpet, and left his wife in distress, which was 
the cause of her death, a head board with the inscription 'Here Lies the Body 
of Jack Miller, Who Was The Cause of The Death of His Wife." Another segment 
reads: "I give and bequeath to my grandson William T. Miller, who treated his 
grandfather and the ashes of his mother with so much contempt as to go off to 
his father, and refuse to return, saying that he would work up to his chin in mud 
first, To him I give ten feet square, to be picked out of the muddyest part of my 
farm." A codicil at the end of the document revokes that bequest and awards 
William T. Miller Sarah, an enslaved woman, and her two sons.

Receipt for Penny and children, by William 
B.B. Walker from William Walker's estate, 1840 
October Box 1

Elisha Meredith estate inventory, including 26 
enslaved people, 1841 June 6 Box 1

Accounts between William B.B. Walker and 
Edward Hughes for medical care, 1845-1848 Box 1
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Scope and Contents

Includes care of Walker family as well as enslaved people.

Unnamed author's letter, Pulaski County, to 
Thomas Johnson, Cumberland County, 1845 
August 8 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Discusses family news and slave prices.

Hire agreement for William, "negro man," 
between William B.B. Walker and Thomas 
Johnson with Miss Rody Blanton's guardian, 1845 
December 29 Box 1

Account and correspondence with Henry 
Thweatt, carried by Alfred (enslaved) to William 
B.B. Walker, 1845 November 18 Box 1

Agreement for hire of Booker (enslaved) by 
William B.B. Walker from William Crowder, 1846 
January 24 Box 1

Tax receipts for William B.B. Walker, 
Cumberland, 1847, 1859 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Includes number of enslaved people taxed.

Offer to hire Mary and daughter (enslaved) from 
Thomas Meadow, 1848 December 29 Box 1

Letter from William D. Walker to William B.B. 
Walker, White Hall, 1854 October 23 Box 1

Letter from William D. Walker to William B.B. 
Walker, 1859 September 10 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Discusses tobacco sales and movement of enslaved people.

Invoice for Mary, enslaved person sold by Hector 
Davis for William D. Walker, 1860 February 8 Box 1
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Scope and Contents

Sold in Richmond, Va.

Letter from Joseph Blanton to William D. Walker 
re: George Watt and Co., Richmond, 1860 
September 19 Box 1

Scope and Contents

References "negrow auction houses" in Richmond.

Tax receipt for William D. Walker, 1861 Box 1

Medical bill for William D. Walker, from Dr. 
Blanton, 1861 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Includes visits to enslaved people as well as Walker family members.

Account of William B.B. Walker with Jno. R. 
Palmer, including hires of enslaved people, 
1862-1864 Box 1

Letter from William B. Green and Jn. Book to 
William B.B. Walker, 1862 April 19 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Discusses tobacco prices and quality as well as fear of Yankees.

Receipt from William D. Walker to D.H. Blanton, 
1863 March 11 Box 1

Scope and Contents

On verso of Confederate pass

Letter from William D. Walker to William B.B. 
Walker, re: board exam and furlough, 1863 
August 5 Box 1

Agricultural products tax assessments to William 
D. Walker, 1863-1864 Box 1

Letter from A.W. Faris, 41st Va. Regiment, 
offering tanning services to William B.B. Walker, 
1864 March 7 Box 1
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Agreement for hire of Jim Bowler (enslaved) 
from Jno. R. Wilson by William D. Walker, 1864 
September 19 Box 1

Medical bill for care of enslaved people, from 
A.G. Jones to William Walker, 1864-1865 Box 1
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