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Summary

Collection Title:
Percy Maxwell Wallace correspondence, 1887-1922

Creator:
Wallace, Percy Maxwell, 1863-1943

Abstract:
Percy Maxwell Wallace (1863-1943) was a British educator who taught at the 
Mohammadan Anglo-Oriental College in Aligarh, India and later served as an 
administrator at the University of London. Collection consists of sixteen letter 
books and four loose letters. Topics include Wallace's experiences teaching and 
reading examinations at the Mohammadan Anglo-Oriental College (now Aligarh 
Muslim University) and at the University of Allahabad; climate and disease in 
India; cricket competitions; discussions of books and authors; history of India, 
particularly during the Sepoy rebellion of 1857; operations and quality of the 
Indian postal service; social conditions and customs; social life among the British 
colonial elite in India; travel through Uttar Predesh and northern India; and 
Wallace's reflections on customs, culture and racial differences in India. The 
letters describe Wallace's personal and professional interactions and his social 
relationships with a number of British expatriates and Indian professionals, 
including A.H. Pirie, L.K. Hyder, Lady Florence Streatfeild, Lady Lansdowne, Lord 
William Beresford, Mortimer Sloper Howell, Rudyard Kipling, Sir Auckland Colvin, 
Sir Charles Alfred Elliott, Sir John Edge, Surech Chandra Banerjee, Syed Ahmad 
Khan, and Theodore Beck. Cities and towns described include Aligarh, Kanpur, 
Lucknow, Mussoorie, Nainital, and Shimla.

Extent:
0.4 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials are in English and Urdu.

Collection ID:
RL.13190

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m17764

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Percy Maxwell Wallace correspondence, David M. 
Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.
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Background

Scope and Content

Collection consists of sixteen letter books and four loose letters. Topics include 
Wallace's experiences teaching and reading examinations at the Mohammadan 
Anglo-Oriental College (now Aligarh Muslim University) and at the University 
of Allahabad; climate and disease in India; cricket competitions; discussions 
of books and authors; history of India, particularly during the Sepoy rebellion 
of 1857; operations and quality of the Indian postal service; social conditions 
and customs; social life among the British colonial elite in India; travel through 
Uttar Pradesh and northern India; and Wallace's reflections on customs, culture 
and racial differences in India. The letters describe Wallace's personal and 
professional interactions and his social relationships with a number of British 
expatriates and Indian professionals, including A.H. Pirie, L.K. Hyder, Lady 
Florence Streatfeild, Lady Lansdowne, Lord William Beresford, Mortimer Sloper 
Howell, Rudyard Kipling, Sir Auckland Colvin, Sir Charles Alfred Elliott, Sir 
John Edge, Suresh Chandra Banerjee, Syed Ahmad Khan, and Theodore Beck. 
Cities and towns described include Aligarh, Kanpur, Lucknow, Mussoorie, 
Nainital, and Shimla.

The letters detail Wallace's experiences in India from the time of his arrival 
to his departure three years later. They cover his acclimation to a new 
environment and its challenges regarding climate, bugs, snakes, leopards, and 
waves of contagious diseases (cholera, influenza, smallpox). He describes the 
heat and seasonal rains; punkah fans and other means of cooling rooms; hiring 
and dealing with tradesmen and servants; summer vacations and treks in the 
mountains; social events and theater productions; books and authors including 
Frank Stockton and Theodore Winthrop; events at college such as banquets 
and matriculation examinations; cricket and tennis events and facilities; his 
participation in a volunteer militia service; and the arrival and departure of 
other British and the sense of loss at losing friends. Wallace's descriptions of 
his domestic life include acquiring furnishings and servants, kittens, tending 
a garden, and training a horse. Wallace suffered several illnesses during his 
tenure in India, which he describes sometimes in graphic detail. Throughout the 
correspondence Wallace makes a series of observations and judgments on the 
character of various ethnic groups including Muslims, Hindus, Eurasians, and 
Farsis, often in comparison with the British whom he considers to be generally 
superior. As Wallace's tenure in India progresses, his letters indicate a gradual 
hardening of attitudes toward the Indian people.
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Biographical/Historical

Percy Maxwell Wallace (1863-1943) was a British educator who taught at the 
Mohammadan Anglo-Oriental College in Aligarh, India and later served as an 
administrator at the University of London.

Percy Maxwell Wallace was born on January 20, 1863 in Loughborough, 
Leicestershire. He graduated from Oxford University (1885) and taught at the 
Mohammadan Anglo-Oriental College (now Aligarh Muslim University) from 
1887-1890. After returning to England Wallace served as Assistant Secretary to 
the London Society for the Extension of University Teaching (1891-1901) and as 
Secretary to the Senate at the University of London (1901-1923). Wallace died 
in Surrey, England on February 26, 1943.

Sources:

Rubenstein Library card file;

Ancestry.com, viewed April 22, 2026;

Ancestors family search;

Art UK;

[King's Treasures]

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Organized into the following series: Letter Books; Loose Letters.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
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Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Acquisition Information

The Percy Maxwell Wallace correspondence were received by the David M. 
Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a purchase in 1964.

Processing Information

Processed by Richard Collier, April 2026;

Accessions described in this collection guide: Unknown.

Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Material

Related materials may be found in the following Rubenstein Library collections:

Collection of papers and manuscripts relating to British Colonial India;

Lady Cecilia Feilding diary;

North India diary.

Return to Table of Contents
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Names and Subjects

• British Occupation of India (India : 1765-1947)
• College teachers
• Education
• Postal service--India
• Prejudices
• Race discrimination
• Racism
• Sepoy Rebellion (India : 1857-1858)
• Universities and colleges--India
• Great Britain -- Colonies -- India
• India -- Social conditions
• India -- Social life and customs
• India--Civilization--British influences
• India--Climate
• Aligarh (India)
• Kanpur (India)
• Lucknow (India)
• Mussoorie (India)
• Naini Tal (India)
• Shimla (India)
• Uttar Pradesh (India)
• personal correspondence
• Letter books
• Wallace, Percy Maxwell, 1863-1943
• Banerji, Suresh Chandra, 1872-1921
• Beck, Theodore, 1859-1899
• Colvin, Auckland, Sir, 1838-1908
• Elliott, Charles Alfred, 1835-1911
• Howell, Mortimer Sloper, 1841-1925
• K̲h̲ān̲, Sayyid Aḥmad
• Kipling, Rudyard, 1865-1936
• Lansdowne, Maude Evelyn Petty-Fitzmaurice, Marchioness of, 1850-1932
• Pirie, A. H.
• Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental College
• Aligarh Muslim University
• University of Allahabad

Collection Inventory

Letter Books, 1887-1890
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Letter book vol. 3, 1887 July 19-1887 
September 10 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Topics: Sea trip to Aden; recovery from illness; Bombay; nostalgia for things 
English; a dining room; Agra; arrival at college in Aligarh; students and 
campus events; Theodore Beck; snakes; insects; academic curriculum; 
Towers of Silence; funeral practices; cholera; cricket team; description of 
residence; horses; tennis; Indian titles and other words; dinners and dinner 
dress; servants; fundraising for the school; household expenses; postal 
service.

Letter book vol. 4, 1887 September 11-1887 
October 25 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Topics: Aligarh architecture and houses; religious quarrels; fever; death 
of the first graduate of the school; vacation in the highlands of Nainital; 
a leopard; Almora; dak bungalow; drills at a military post; tennis; the 3rd 
Gurkha regimental band; [slur for Black in letter of October 8]; Khairna; 
malaria; haggling; the Anglo-Indian; volunteer militia; Indian servants; cobra 
in the house; weather, seasons and clothing; cooling with a thermantidote 
and mats called tatties; teaching methods; snake encounters

Letter book vol. 5, 1887 October 29-1888 
January 17 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Topics: Photographs of Aligarh; Indian money and incomes; Wallace's garden; 
threat of dismissal; dealing with faculty vacancies; Allahabad; languages; 
cats; dinner with officers of the 6th Bengal Regiment; garden party; 
expatriate homesickness; Eurasianism and racial distinctions; missionaries 
and Muslims ("Mohammedans"); home rule for India; militia practice; 
Indian Mutiny; a Hindu wedding; inauguration ceremony to open Allahabad 
University; visits to the High Court; Islam and wine; theft by a servant and 
subsequent prosecution; volunteer corps; Judge Mortimer Sloper Howell; 
Christmas in India; kitchen debts; Syed Ahmad Khan; government service; Sir 
Auckland Colvin; cricket; Hathras by trolley

Letter book vol. 6, 1888 January 21-1888 April 
24 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Topics: Tradesmen charging practices; a servant ("chuprassi") recovers from 
illness; visitors to Aligarh; Indian servants; Sir John Edge; a fair; volunteer 
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service uniforms; marksmanship qualifications; university examinations; 
role of the District Collector; Strachey Hall; fever; the Mutton Club; The 
Touchstone of Peril; Afghan feuds; book requests; accents of Indian-born 
English and Indian English speakers; rents and finances; Tennis Day; church 
problems; weather changes; medical care

Letter book vol. 7, 1888 April 28-1888 July 20 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Topics: Medical care (continued); conservatism; contempt for Bengalis; 
flying insects; church controversy; storm with hail; Syed Ahmad Khan's 
knighthood; end of school term; Ramadan; Mussoorie; summer travel; poem 
on the closure of the tennis courts; alcohol habits; amateur theater; The 
Chronicles of Budgepore; meeting Rudyard Kipling; hospitality among the 
colonial English; "Rajpore" (Rajpur); summer heat; rain

Letter book vol. 8, 1888 July 28-1888 
September 27 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Topics: A year in Aligarh; prickly heat; problems with servants; Theodore 
Winthrop's John Brent; histories of India; a death in the English community; 
Mussoorie; civil service personnel; a baby leopard pet; typhoid fever; fees 
and commissions for services; the Black Mountain Expedition against 
Pashtun tribes; Sikkim Expedition of 1888; impressions of the English in 
India; Christian and Muslim names; birds

Letter book vol. 9, 1888 October 2-1888 
December 4 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Topics: Leaving Mussoorie; Delhi; well jumpers; King Toogluck (Tughluq); 
camping season; Indian self-rule; Mutton Club; per diem for government 
administrators touring their districts; Frank Stockton novels; Theodore Beck 
returns to Aligarh; visit of William Sproston Caine, M.P.; cricket; planning 
the big student banquet; appointment as an exam reader; Indian Educational 
Service

Letter book vol. 10, 1888 December 9-1889 
January 15 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Topics: Changes in the character of colonial administrators; a carpet factory; 
teaching methods; William Sproston Caine and temperance; poisoning; 
Christmas in Lucknow; guest of A.H. Pirie; British Lucknow Residency 
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and the Sepoy Rebellion of 1857; Jhansi, Bundelkhand; new year's parade; 
Muslim-Hindu conflict; "Caunpore" (Kanpur); cricket; Agra

Letter book vol. 11, 1889 January 20-1889 April 
21 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Topics: Police Inspector General; Suresh Chandra Banerjee; cricket; rules 
for natives concerning social dinners; marksmanship qualification; Sepoy 
Rebellion of 1857; illness from a vaccination; end of school term matters; 
indigenous vs. western values; Lucknow Volunteer Corps; student papers; 
smallpox and cholera

Letter book vol. 12, 1889 April 21-1889 May 31 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Topics: Passing and graduation results of the school year; dust storm; 
mother's illness; punkahs; "Simla" (Shimla); "Umballa" (Ambala); tangas vs. 
phaetons; Lady Lansdowne (Maude Evelyn Petty-Fitzmaurice); Lady Florence 
Streatfeild; rickshaws; Lord William Beresford; theatre performance; grass 
widows

Letter book vol. 13, 1889 June 7-1889 July 19 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Topics: Return to Aligarh; Lord William Beresford; Council of India; Sir 
Charles Elliott; a grand ball; new school year; prospects of government work 
for graduates; the Indian character; administrative camping tours; prejudice 
against Eurasians and native Indians, English chauvinism

Letter book vol. 14, 1889 July 10-1889 
September 21 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Topics: Effects of "supremacy of the Anglo-Saxon" on attitudes among the 
Indians; the "Hindu mindset"; problems at the college; college curriculum 
explained; travel to the Khyber Pass; Lahore; Peshawar; "Simla" (Shimla); a 
medical college in Calcutta; Chakrala to Mussoorie; camping

Letter book vol. 15, 1889 September 22-1889 
December 4 Box 1
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Scope and Contents

Topics: Hunting and camping trip; Tikri; Chakrata; Mussoorie; reflections on 
the death of Wilkie Collins; return to Aligarh; a mysterious illness; cricket; 
challenges and joys of teaching

Letter book vol. 16, 1889 December 10-1890 
March 10 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Topics: observations on Parsis; cricket against the battery of the Royal 
Horse Artillery; cricket smack talk; appointment as examiner in history 
and geography at the University of Allahabad; football; cricket tour; on the 
Ganges (Mother Ganga) at Kanpur; Rudyard Kipling; cricket with the 60th 
Rifles; horses

Letter book vol. 17, 1890 March 10-1890 July 
13 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Topics: university examinations; vignettes of students; Barla; influenza; 
"Simla" (Shimla); Shahjahanpur; horse races; testing a new rifle; Queen's 
birthday levee; "Naini Tal" (Nainital); plans to return to England; merchant 
ships vs. passenger ships

Letter book vol. 18, 1890 July 13-1890 August 
15 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Topics: Preparing to leave India; the monsoon; departure address from 
students

Return to Table of Contents

Loose Letters, 1888-1922

L.K. Hyder to Mrs. Richardson, 1920 December 
31 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Topic: Relates tablet inscription to cricket pavilion named for Percy Maxwell 
(English and Urdu)

Letter to Mr. Wallace from a former student, 
1922 July 24 Box 1
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Scope and Contents

Topic: Travel plans

Letter to Mr. Wallace from a former student, 
1922 September 25 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Topic: Travel

Letter to mother from Percy, 1888 December 28 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Topic: Christmas sojourn in Lucknow

Return to Table of Contents
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