
Guide to the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union collection, 
1870s-1980s
This collection guide was produced in January 2024.
This PDF version was created on April 3, 2026.

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Some materials and descriptions may include offensive content.  More info

mailto:askRL@duke.edu
https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/
https://library.duke.edu/about/statement-potentially-harmful-language-library-descriptions


Guide to the Woman's Christian Temperance Union collection, 1870s-1980s

Table of Contents

Summary    ....................................................................................................................    3
Background    ................................................................................................................    4
Arrangement    ..............................................................................................................    5
Administrative Information  .......................................................................................    5
Related Materials    ......................................................................................................    6
Names and Subjects    ..................................................................................................   6
Collection Inventory    ..................................................................................................    7

WCTU print material, ephemera, and manuscripts  ................................................   7
State and local chapters   .......................................................................................    7
U.S. national organization  ...................................................................................    10
Global WCTU materials   .......................................................................................   11

WCTU leaders    ........................................................................................................   12
Postcards    ................................................................................................................   13
Music    .....................................................................................................................    13
Photographs    ...........................................................................................................    13
Textiles    ...................................................................................................................    16

- Page 2 -



Guide to the Woman's Christian Temperance Union collection, 1870s-1980s

Summary

Collection Title:
Woman's Christian Temperance Union collection, 1873-2013, 1880s-1980s

Creator:
Woman's Christian Temperance Union

Source:
Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture; Baskin, Lisa Unger, 
former owner

Abstract:
The Woman's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) was founded in 1874 by women 
seeking to limit or prohibit alcohol sale and consumption in the United States. It 
rapidly grew to become a global organization, led by Frances Willard between 1879 
and 1898. WCTU members advocated for women's suffrage, prohibition, and social 
reform. This collection contains a variety of WCTU materials from different regions, 
particularly chapters in Maine and California, and WCTU headquarters in Illinois. 
Items include manuscripts, printed materials, printed ephemera, photographs, and 
souvenirs spanning the late 19th through mid-20th century.

Extent:
15 Linear Feet (12 boxes, 1 oversize folder, 1 oversize banner)

Language:
Materials in English.

Collection ID:
RL.13045

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m12j0d

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Woman's Christian Temperance Union Collection, 
David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents
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Background

Scope and Content

The collection contains assorted materials documenting the activities and 
membership of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union and its local and 
regional chapters. Items include manuscripts and archives from some local 
organizations, including membership lists, record books, scrapbooks, treasury 
logs, and correspondence; WCTU-issued literature, souvenirs, or printed 
materials collected by members about temperance; photographs of WCTU 
events and activities, such as parades, processions, conventions, and community 
programs like youth education, dairy bars, or other tabling; assorted postcards, 
including images of WCTU-funded public drinking fountains, parades, and 
floats; some textiles, include oversize banners used in processions or at 
conventions; and various memorial and commemorative materials for Frances 
Willard, indicating her widespread influence on WCTU's mission and outreach 
in the late 1800s.

The collection's materials largely document WCTU activities in the United 
States in the late 19th and early 20th century. A small segment of the collection 
relates to WCTU's global reach, and some materials document mid- and 
late-20th century WCTU conventions and programs up to around 1990.

Biographical/Historical

The Woman's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) is an international, non-
partisan, non-denominational, non-profit organization. According to the WCTU 
website (accessed in January 2024), the organization exists to "to educate all 
people, with the help of God, to total abstinence from alcohol, illegal drugs, 
and tobacco as a way of life." Originating among women in the United States 
Prohibition movement, it was among the first international organizations 
of women devoted to social reform and played an influential role in the 
temperance movement. The temperance movement, which sought to eliminate 
the consumption of alcohol, had a large influence on American politics and 
American society in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, culminating in the 
prohibition of alcohol through the Eighteenth Amendment to the United States 
Constitution. The amendment was ratified in 1920 and repealed in 1933.

The WCTU was originally organized on December 23, 1873, in Hillsboro, Ohio, 
and officially declared at a national convention in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1874. 
Two years after its founding, the American WCTU sponsored an international 
conference at which the International Women's Christian Temperance Union 
was formed. The World's Woman's Christian Temperance Union was founded 
in 1883 and became the international arm of the organization, which has 
currently has affiliates in Australia, Canada, Germany, Finland, India, Japan, 
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New Zealand, Norway, South Korea, United Kingdom, and the United States, 
among others.

The second president of WCTU, white feminist Frances Willard, was elected 
in 1879 and grew the organization to be the largest organization of women 
in the world by 1890. She remained president until her death in 1898. The 
WCTU, while a predominantly white organization, has a significant Black 
and Indigenous membership. The WCTU perceived alcohol as a cause and 
consequence of larger social problems and, as a result, has also engaged in a 
number of other social reform issues such as labor, prisons, prostitution, public 
health, sanitation, suffrage, and international peace.

Source: https://www.wctu.org, accessed 2024 January 11.

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

The collection is sorted into six series: WCTU Print material, ephemera, and 
manuscripts; WCTU leaders; Postcards; Music; Photographs; and Textiles.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Access restricted. Viewing the Suffrage Banners (in the Textile Series) may 
require extra assistance from staff. Contact Research Services for access.
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Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Acquisition Information

The Woman's Christian Temperance Union Collection was received by the David 
M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a purchase in 2015 and 
2016. Portions acquired as part of the Lisa Unger Baskin Collection (2015).

Processing Information

Processed by Laura Micham, January 2024

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2015-0032, 2016-0062.

Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Material

Additional materials can be found in the Woman's Suffrage Realia and 
Ephemera Collection as well as individually described WCTU print materials in 
the Duke University Libraries catalog.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Prohibition -- Societies, etc.
• Temperance
• Women in Christianity -- United States
• Women -- Suffrage
• Photographic postcards
• Women -- Societies and clubs -- Archives.
• Music
• Panoramic photographs
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• Parades
• Fountains -- United States
• Alcoholic beverage industry
• Political campaigns -- United States -- History
• Banners
• Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture
• Baskin, Lisa Unger, former owner
• Willard, Frances E. (Frances Elizabeth), 1839-1898
• Boole, Ella A. (Ella Alexander), 1858-1952

Collection Inventory

WCTU print material, ephemera, and manuscripts, 1800s-2013

This series contains paper-based or ephemeral materials which have been 
largely sorted by geographic origin into three subseries: State and local 
chapters; U.S. national organization; and Global WCTU materials.

State and local chapters, 1873-2013
Scope and Contents

Various ephemeral materials relating to WCTU, including programs, cards, 
tokens, and some certificates or correspondence, sorted according to 
geographic location.

Alabama, 1890 Box 1

Arkansas, 1938 Box 1

California, 1885-1999 Box 1

California: Meeting Minutes and Logbook 
(Linden, CA), 1919-1932 Box 1

Connecticut, 1885-1896 Box 1

Delaware, undated Box 1

Scope and Contents

one fan

Hawaii, 1887 Box 1

Idaho, 1917-1918 Box 1
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Illinois, 1894-1977 Box 1

Illinois: Waggoner (Ill.) scrapbook, 1943 Box 5

Indiana, 1890-1935 Box 1

Iowa, 1881-1940 Box 1

Kansas, 1890-2013 Box 1

Kentucky, 1895-1897 Box 1

Maine, 1898-1952 Box 1

Maine: Meeting Minutes (Knox, Maine), 
1925-1930 Box 1

Maryland, 1920s Box 2

Massachusetts, 1894-1939 Box 2

Massachusetts: Secretary's Report (Wellesley 
Hills, MA), 1890s Box 2

Scope and Contents

Bound manuscript volume

Massachusetts: Secretary's Book no. 1 
(Wellesley, MA), 1888-1896 Box 2

Scope and Contents

Bound manuscript volume

Massachusetts: Secretary's Book no. 2 
(Wellesley, MA), 1896-1897 Box 2

Scope and Contents

Bound manuscript volume

Michigan, 1909-1942 Box 2

Michigan, 1953-1954 Box 2

Minnesota, 1892-1921 Box 2

Minnesota: Mrs. E. Wilson, 1904 Box 2
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Scope and Contents

Contains correspondence re: Mrs. Wilson's membership status and two 
WCTU Removal cards documenting her removal from the organization for 
not paying dues.

Missouri, 1895 Box 2

Montana, 1916 Box 2

Nebraska, 1900 Box 2

New Hampshire, 1894-1902 Box 2

New Jersey, 1900-1908 Box 3

New York, 1873-1952 Box 3

Ohio, 1883-1944 Box 3

Ohio: Bethea Weaver, 1888-1911 Box 3

Scope and Contents

Contains a photograph of Weaver, manuscript obituaries about Weaver 
(d. 1911), and correspondence relating to Weaver's membership and her 
chapter's activities.

Ohio: Ruby Brown, 1909-1948 Box 3

Scope and Contents

Newspaper clippings about WCTU member Brown's suffragette activism 
(1908) and her Methodist church historian work (1948), and wedding 
photograph of Brown to husband Ernest Duvall.

Ohio: wooden souvenir of Crusade Church, 
1873 Box 3

Scope and Contents

Wooden hinged boards with mounted photograph of the church and three 
male founders of the Temperance Crusade. Exterior has title 'Souvenir, 
1873'.

Oklahoma, 1928 Box 3

Rhode Island, undated Box 3
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South Dakota, 1908-1957 Box 3

Texas, 1891-1922 Box 3

Texas: Houston chapter poster, approximately 
1940s Oversize-folder 1

Vermont, 1898-1912 Box 3

Virginia, 1917-1918 Box 3

Wisconsin, 1905-1923 Box 3

United States: location unclear, 1895-1918 Box 3

U.S. national organization, 1874-2011

Cards and small broadsides, 1891-1911 Box 3

Collection box, collapsed, 1940s Box 3

Convention ribbons, 1906-1914 Box 4
Physical Description: 6 ribbons

Convention, Rochester, NY, 1939 Box 4

Correspondence, 1889-1990 Box 4

Fans, 1898-1920s Box 4
Physical Description: 4 fans

Leaflets and other small publications, 
1874-2010 Box 4

Physical Description: 2 folders 

"Life Sketches" biographical booklets, 1949 Box 4

Scope and Contents

Series of booklets ("Life Sketches") issued by WCTU with profiles of 
different leaders, including: Jennie Casseday, Anna Adams Gordon, Kara 
Smart, Mary Hunt, Lillian Stevens, and Annie Wittenmyer.

Assorted WCTU publications, 1887-1942 Box 4
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Scope and Contents

Examples of calendars, catalogs, and magazines or serials issued by WCTU 
in the early twentieth century.

Souvenir programs and printed items, 
1878-2011 Box 4

Treasurer's Book, 1926-1929 Box 5

Scrapbook, 1890s-1920s Box 5

Scope and Contents

Untitled, anonymous scrapbook with news clippings about WCTU as well 
as prison reform and prisoner rehabilitation.

Youth Temperance Groups, 1931 Box 5

WCTU envelopes, stamps, and stationary, 
1880s-1980s Box 6

Oversize certificates and awards, 1900-1929 Box 10

Global WCTU materials, 1800s-1986

Australia, 1943-1944 Box 5

Canada, 1893-1953 Box 5

India, 1925 Box 5

Japan, 1917 Box 5

Korea, 1985 Box 5

Puerto Rico, 1981 Box 5

United Kingdom (UK), undated Box 5

Worldwide WCTU organization, 1925-1986 Box 5

Other materials relating to temperance (non-
WCTU), 1800s-1970s Box 6

Scope and Contents

Contains printed matter discussing temperance, Christianity, and 
prohibition, distributed or created by non-WCTU entities (but usually allied 
organizations). Examples include: Loyal Temperance Legion Mimeograph; 
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a certificate for Little White Ribboners (with slogan "the hope of the race 
is the child") issued by the National British Women's Total Abstinence 
Union, dated 1933; National Conference of Organizations Supporting the 
Eighteenth Amendment financial statement, dated 1930; a booklet titled 
Martha Washington: Temperance Songster, dated approximately early 
1800s.

Return to Table of Contents

WCTU leaders, 1879-1990
Scope and Contents

Series contains photographs, printed materials, and other commemorative 
items for WCTU officers and leaders, particularly president Frances Willard.

Frances Willard Day material, 1927-1951 Box 6

Newsclippings and articles about Frances 
Willard, 1949-1983 Box 6

Frances Willard manuscript autograph and 
postcard, 1879 Box 6

Scope and Contents

Contains an autograph card with signatures by Willard on front and back, 
and an undated postcard to "Mrs. Geo. N. Mingle" with an autographed 
note from Willard, encouraging her to attend the WCTU convention in 
Bloomington, Illinois.

Examples of Frances Willard honorary names, 
organizations, and places, 1903-1965 Box 6

Scope and Contents

Examples of company letterhead, organizational literature, and other 
materials adopting Frances Willard's name for their cause or in her honor.

Printed ephemera, pictures, and souvenirs 
commemorating Frances Willard, 1880-1990 Box 6

Physical Description: 2 folders 

Frances Willard portraits, memorials, and 
depictions, 1920-1989 Box 6

Myrtie Stevens material, 1904-1931 Box 6
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Elizabeth A. Smart, 1950 Box 9

William Upshaw, 1932 Box 9

Ida B. Wise Smith and D. Leigh Colvin, 1930s Box 9

Ella Boole, 1919-1959 Box 9

Return to Table of Contents

Postcards, 1880s-1950s

Fountains Box 7

Marches, Parades, and Rallies Box 7

People Box 7

Places (buildings etc.) Box 7

Textual (not pictoral) Box 7

Return to Table of Contents

Music, early 1900s-1963

Song Sheets, 1933-1963 Box 7

Campaign Song Books, early 1900s Box 7

Scope and Contents

Largely from Maine.

Assorted Song Books, 1925-1928 Box 7

Scope and Contents

"Songs for Service," a hymnal with an autograph by Susie Stephens, Alpha 
Alpha Phi '25; and "W.C.T.U. Songs," dated 1928.

Return to Table of Contents

Photographs, 1880s-1989

- Page 13 -



Guide to the Woman's Christian Temperance Union collection, 1870s-1980s

Scope and Contents

Series contains a wide range of photographs, varying from professionally 
mounted to personal snapshots, documenting WCTU events and members 
from the late 1880s through the 1980s. Early photographs include images of 
conventions, parades, and WCTU community events in locations around the 
United States. More recent images include WCTU national and international 
activities and personnel.

Parades, floats, and marches, 1880-1939 Box 8

Groups and membership, 1880-1929 Box 8

Fountains, dairy bars, educational displays, 
1880-1949 Box 8

Conventions and press photographs (2 folders), 
1880-1989 Box 8

WCTU leaders and officers, 1880-1989 Box 9

WCTU in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 1936 Box 9

WCTU in Burma, 1970-1979 Box 9

30th Triennial Convention, World's WCTU, 
Manila Hilton, Philippines, 1988 Box 9

Physical Description: 2 folders
132 prints 

WCTU headquarters, Chicago color slides, 
1970-1979 Box 9

Assorted photographs, 1970-1989 Box 9

Oversize photographs, 1880s-1940s Box 10
Physical Description: 2 folders 
Scope and Contents

Mounted and oversize photograph prints which contain convention scenes, 
membership and group photographs, and portraits. Includes a photograph 
campaign poster, "For U.S. Senator, Ella A. Boone."
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"National Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union Youth's Roll Call, presented to President 
Hoover" , 1931 December 4 Box 12

Physical Description: panoramic photograph
Scope and Contents

Panoramic photograph of Hoover and young adults in WCTU sashes, outside 
the White House.

"77th Annual Convention Meeting of the 
National Woman's Christian Temperance Union, 
Hotel Statler" , 1951 August 9 Box 12

Physical Description: panoramic photograph
Scope and Contents

Photograph of crowded convention hall and stage, with seated audience 
turned back to look towards the camera.

"Delegates to W.C.T.U. convention at 
Philadelphia, on visit to President Harding, 
Washington, D.C." , 1922 November 11 Box 12

Physical Description: panoramic photograph
Scope and Contents

Panoramic photograph of delegates, including some in Korean (or other 
Asian) traditional dress, outside the White House.

"National Convention of the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union, Seattle, Washington" ; 
 "Skyline of Seattle, Wash." by Donaldson Photo 
News Service, 1915 October 9-14 Box 12

Physical Description: panoramic photograph
Scope and Contents

One panoramic with two images: one of the skyline of the city of Seattle, and 
a second image of WCTU convention attendees gathered around an entryway 
of an unidentified building.

"Sixty-Sixth Annual Convention National 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union, Rest 
Cottage, Evanston, Ill." , 1940 August 10 Box 12

Physical Description: panoramic photograph

- Page 15 -



Guide to the Woman's Christian Temperance Union collection, 1870s-1980s

Return to Table of Contents

Textiles, 1880s, 1940s
Scope and Contents

Contains examples of WCTU handmade quilt and banners.

Crafton County WCTU banner, "Workers 
Together in Him", 1880s Box 11

"Cranberry WCTU" patchwork squares quilt, 
1940s Box 11

California: Santa Monica WCTU banner, 1884 Box 11

California: Placer County WCTU banner, 1880s 
(online item available) Box 13

Digital Object: California: Placer County WCTU banner, 1880s

Access Restrictions:

Access note: The banner is extremely large and heavy. Contact Research 
Services to coordinate research access.

Return to Table of Contents
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