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Summary

Collection Title:
Ian Young correspondence on The Male Muse, 1969-1974

Creator:
Young, Ian, 1945-

Abstract:
Ian Young is an English-Canadian poet, editor, and literary critic who edited The 
Male Muse , an anthology of gay poetry. Collection consists of letters to Young from 
prospective contributors to the anthology. The letters discuss poems for inclusion, 
publication rights, gay literature and erotic poetry, and life as gay male poets. Also 
included in the collection is a published copy of   The Male Muse .

Extent:
0.4 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in English.

Collection ID:
RL.01426

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1z44v

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Ian Young Correspondence on The Male Muse, David 
M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.
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Background

Scope and Content

Collection consists of letters to Young from prospective contributors to The 
Male Muse, including W.H. Auden, William Barber, Victor Borsa, Bruce Boone, 
Jim Eggeling, Allen Ginsberg, and others. The letters discuss potential poems, 
sometimes including drafts or samples, for publication in the anthology. Many 
of the poems included with the letters are erotic. The letters also discuss 
publication rights, gay literature, and life as gay male poets, and a few of them 
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include the poets' biographical information. Several correspondents decline to 
have their work published in the anthology and cite the difficulties and risks 
that they believed would accompany being publicly known as gay men.

Also included in the collection is a published copy of The Male Muse .

Biographical/Historical

Ian Young is an English-Canadian poet, editor, and literary critic. He was the 
editor of The Male Muse (The Crossing Press, 1973), an anthology of gay poetry. 
He also compiled   The Male Homosexual in Literature: A Bibliography (1975, 
1982).
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Arrangement

Arranged alphabetically.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to 
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of 
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the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library.

Acquisition Information

The Ian Young Correspondence on The Male Muse was received by The David 
M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a purchase in 2001.

Processing Information

Preliminary processing by Kate Crassons, May 2001.

Processed by Leah Tams, December 2023.

Accessions described in this guide: 2001-0033, 2001-0041.
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Names and Subjects

• Gay men -- Great Britain -- History -- 20th century
• Gay men's writings, English
• Gay men -- United States -- History -- 20th century
• Gay men -- United States -- Social life and customs
• Homosexuality -- United States -- Literary collections
• Gay men -- Great Britain -- Social life and customs
• Gay people -- Great Britain
• English literature -- Male authors
• American literature -- Male authors
• Gay men's writings, American
• Gay men -- Poetry
• Gay men -- Literary collections
• Homosexuality -- Great Britain -- Literary collections
• English literature -- 20th century
• American literature -- 20th century
• Erotic poetry, American
• Erotic poetry, English
• Ginsberg, Allen, 1926-1997
• Young, Ian, 1945-
• Barber, William, 1946-1992
• Boone, Bruce
• Auden, W. H. (Wystan Hugh), 1907-1973
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Collection Inventory

The Male Muse: A Gay Anthology, 1973 Box 1

W.H. Auden, 1972 Box 1

William Barber, 1972-1973 Box 1

Oswell Blakeston, 1972-1973 Box 1

Bruce Boone, 1972 Box 1

Victor Borsa, 1972 Box 1

Perry Brass, circa 1972-1973 Box 1

Jim Chapson, 1972 Box 1

Kirby Congdon, 1972-1973 Box 1

Robert Duncan, 1972 Box 1

Kenneth-Charles Dupuis, 1972 Box 1

Jim Eggeling, 1972-1973 Box 1

Larry Eigner, 1972 Box 1

Sal Farinella, 1972-1973 Box 1

Edward Field, 1972 Box 1

Allen Ginsberg, 1972 Box 1

Paul Goodman, 1972 Box 1

E.V. Griffith, 1971-1972 Box 1

Thom Gunn, 1972 Box 1

Robert Hawkes, 1973 Box 1

James Hietter, 1972 Box 1

Brian Hill, 1972 Box 1
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Daryl Hine, 1972 Box 1

Richard Howard, 1972 Box 1

Christopher Isherwood, 1972 Box 1

Ronald Johnson, 1972 Box 1

James Kirkup, 1972 Box 1

Z.J. Kurlowicz, 1969-1973 Box 1

Edward A. Lacey, 1972-1973 Box 1

Irving Layton, 1974 Box 1

John Lehmann, 1972 Box 1

James Liddy, 1972-1974 Box 1

Waltern Lowenfels, 1972 Box 1

Paul Mariah, 1972-1973 Box 1

James Mitchell, 1972-1973 Box 1

Ed Mycue, 1972 Box 1

Harold Norse, circa 1973 Box 1

Robert Peters, 1972-1973 Box 1

Ralph Pomeroy, 1972 Box 1

Al Purdy, 1973 Box 1

Michael Ratcliffe, 1972-1973 Box 1

Larry Rubin, 1972 Box 1

Charley Shively, 1972 Box 1

George Stanley, 1972 Box 1

Richard Tagett, 1972 Box 1

Hunce Voelcker, 1972-1973 Box 1
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John Wieners, 1972 Box 1

Burton Weiss, 1972 Box 1

Jonathan Williams, 1972 Box 1
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